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Date: 02/19/2021 Internal Memo #: IM21-001(CD) 

To: Council 

Circulated to: Hardy Bromberg, Deputy City Manager Community 

Development 

Kevin De Leebeeck, Director of Engineering 

Department: Community Development 

Division: Engineering & Transportation 

From: Sarah Austin, Manager of Development Engineering 

Subject: Region of Waterloo Planned 2021 Construction 

Comments 

Through the Engineering Division, City staff liaise with the Region of Waterloo with regards to 

the Region’s planned capital projects within Cambridge. While the Region of Waterloo is the 

primary source for information and timelines regarding their projects, the following provides a 

high level overview of the major Regional projects planned for 2021, based on current 

available information which may change based on weather, COVID-19 response or agency 

approvals. For the latest information on Region construction projects and related road 

closures, please visit the Region’s Construction and Road Closure website at: 

https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/construction-and-road-

closures.aspx?_mid_=25142 

Dundas Street – Hespeler Road to Franklin Boulevard 

This is a multi-year Region project that began construction in 2020 with an initial phase 

between Elgin Street and Briercrest Avenue. Construction continues in 2021 with the next 

phase of the project between Beverly Street and Elgin Street. This phase includes work on 

the pedestrian tunnel in Soper Park, which is being lengthened to accommodate a widened 

right-of-way. 

Dundas Street between Beverly and Elgin Streets is planned to be closed for construction 

between May and November 2021, however the intersections at Beverly and Elgin Streets will 

remain open. The Region has planned two detour routes using Regional roads. The first is 

Water Street - Ainslie Street - Main Street. The second is Main Street - Franklin Boulevard - 

Can-Amera Parkway - Hespeler Road. 

Future phases of construction include Hespeler Road to Beverly Street (planned for 2022) 

and Briercrest Avenue to Franklin Boulevard (planned for 2023). The 2023 phase includes 

some work on Main Street in the intersection area with Dundas Street. 
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King Street – Dover Street to Bishop Street 

This is a multi-year Region project that began in 2019 with the final year of construction set to 

begin in Spring 2021. The project is scheduled to be complete in Fall 2021 and the work in the 

final phase includes the completion of underground (watermain, sanitary and storm sewer) 

works between Montrose Street and Bishop Street as well as the completion of surface works 

(curb, sidewalk, asphalt, streetscaping) between Lowther Street and Bishop Street. 

Traffic will be maintained during construction with localized lane closures as needed. On 

street parking within the active construction limits may be restricted. 

During active construction, the Region provides bi-weekly updates through the project website 

at https://www.engagewr.ca/cambridge-king-street-reconstruction  

Coronation Boulevard – Groff Mill Creek to Hespeler Road 

In 2017, the Region completed a Class Environmental Assessment to support the creation of 

a new water pressure zone within Cambridge. The Region is now moving forward with 

implementation of the recommended alternative, which includes the construction of a low lift 

booster pumping and chloramination station with new trunk watermain on Coronation 

Boulevard. 

These works are being completed as two separate projects, both planned to be undertaken 

during the 2021 construction season. The booster pumping station is being constructed on the 

north side of Coronation Boulevard, just east of Groff Mill Creek and is expected to be 

completed by the end of the year. 

In order to supply the new booster pumping station, and to provide security of supply to the 

Cambridge Memorial Hospital, a new trunk watermain will be constructed along Coronation 

Boulevard from the new booster pumping station at Groff Mill Creek to Hespeler Road. The 

new trunk watermain is to be within the northbound lanes of Coronation Boulevard. In order to 

accommodate the new trunk watermain, storm sewer is being relocated to within the 

grass/landscaped median between the north and south bound lanes in several locations. 

The construction of the new watermain is expected to begin in Spring 2021, and will continue 

through Fall 2021. The work will be completed in stages, to minimize disruption, with each 

stage being restored with asphalt before the next stage begins.   

The northbound lanes of Coronation Boulevard will be closed during construction in each 

stage. Single lane two-way traffic will be maintained within the southbound lanes. Access to 

all businesses, including the hospital, will be maintained and access for emergency vehicles 

through the northbound lanes will be provided as required. 

Additional information on the Cambridge Pressure Zone 1 project can be found on the 

Region’s website:  https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/current-projects.aspx#water 
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Avenue Road – Hespeler Road to Franklin Boulevard 

The Region has identified several projects as part of the Cambridge 1 Pressure Zone 

changes. One of the projects required to support adjustments to the water pressure zones 

and boundaries is the construction of a new watermain on Avenue Road between Hespeler 

Road and Franklin Boulevard. 

The design and approvals for this project are currently underway, with construction planned 

for 2021, with exact timing to be confirmed. Construction is expected to be contained within a 

single lane with traffic maintained. 

Attachments 

N/A 

Approvals: 

☒ Manager/Supervisor ☒ Deputy City Manager ☒ City Manager
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Date: 03/02/2021 Internal Memo #: IM21-006(CD) 

To: Council  

Circulated to: Hardy Bromberg, Deputy City Manager Community 

Development 

Elaine Brunn Shaw, Chief Planner 

Department: Community Development 

Division: Planning 

From: Jacqueline Hannemann, Planner 

Subject: 2020 Site Plan Application & Telecommunication Tower 

Approvals 

Comments 

• The City of Cambridge has delegated authority from the Regional Municipality of

Waterloo for Site Plan approvals.

• As part of this delegated authority, the City shall report to Council on an annual basis

the number of Site Plans approved.

• The following is an information report outlining the Site Plan applications approved in

2020.

Key Findings 

• 23 Site Plan applications were approved in 2020.

• Of these 23, there were three Red Line Revisions to previously-approved Site Plans

which contain very minor changes to the site that require very limited staff circulation

and review.

• There were no applications for radio communication towers received in 2020.
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Financial Implications 

• A total of $226,210 was collected in 2020 from Site Plan applications.

• A total of nine applications were subject to paying 2019 fees as they were submitted

prior to March 1, 2020.

• A total of 5 applications were exempt from paying Site Plan application fees because

the properties were located in Core Areas.

• The fee exemption resulted in $28,780 not collected.

Background 

At the start of each year, a report is brought forward to Council for information purposes to 

report on the Site Plan approvals granted by the Chief Planner in the previous year. 

Analysis 

Strategic Alignment 

PEOPLE To actively engage, inform and create opportunities for people to participate in 

community building – making Cambridge a better place to live, work, play and learn for all. 

Goal #2 - Governance and Leadership 

Objective 2.5  Focus on the responsible management of financial resources, ensuring 

transparency and accountability. 

This report serves to update Council on development approvals resulting from delegated 

approval authority for Site Plans.  

Comments 

Of the 37 Site Plan applications submitted in 2020, eight were approved.  In addition, 13 

approvals were of applications submitted in 2019, one approval of an application from 2018 

and one approval of an application from 2016, resulting in a total of 23 Site Plan approvals in 

2020.  These figures are graphically displayed below in Chart 1. 
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Chart number 1 displays the comparison of Site Plan applications received and 

approved from 2015 to 2020. 

 

There were three “red line revisions” included in the approvals. Red line revisions refer to 

situations where a closed Site Plan file needs to be re-opened for minor revisions to the site or 

existing building.  For an application to be considered a red line revision the Site Plan 

application must propose site work that is deemed by staff to be minor in nature and does not 

require extensive staff review, compared to typical Site Plan applications.  For example, an 

existing industrial property proposing a reconfiguration to the parking layout would be 

considered a red line revision application.   

The summary of Site Plan applications and redline revision applications approved in 2020 is 

provided in Attachment 1. Redline revisions are included in the summary because they are 

an indicator of volume of construction in Cambridge and work for staff. 

In 2020, 15 pre-consultation applications were submitted. Pre-consultation applications allow 

applicants to discuss preliminary plans with staff and receive comments regarding any 

changes that could be made to the application, to increase the likelihood of it moving quickly 

through the approval process if a formal application were made. Pre-consultation applications 

are not public information and therefore specific property location details are not included in 

this report.  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Received 42 51 52 52 49 37

Approved 26 18 32 38 36 23
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Chart 1
Comparison of Site Plan Applications 

Recieved and Approved by Year 
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The City of Cambridge is considered a Land Use Authority (LUA) under Industry Canada’s 

Radiocommunications and Broadcasting Antenna Systems procedures circular (CPC-2-0-03, 

Issue 5, June 2014). This procedure requires that proponents who wish to erect a 

telecommunication or broadcasting antenna (including “cell towers”), must submit their 

proposal for review to the appropriate LUA. Industry Canada encourages LUAs to develop 

their own protocols that reflect local priorities to guide the review process. Cambridge Council 

approved a Radiocommunication Tower and Antenna Systems Protocol on March 25th, 2015. 

The protocol requires that cell tower applications that meet the specifications described in the 

protocol be reviewed by the Site Plan Committee.  

In 2020, City staff did not receive any applications for the proposed installation of a cell tower. 

Chart 2 displays the number of Site Plan applications submitted over the past six years 

classified by the nature of the proposed development. 

This report has been prepared for information and statistical reporting purposes.  There 
would not be any implications of Council not receiving this report as information. 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Residential and Mixed Use 10 13 14 17 12 15

Commercial 19 12 14 7 11 4

Industrial 9 17 19 23 21 13

Insitiutional 4 9 4 3 3 5

Telecom 0 0 1 2 2 0

Chart 2
Submitted Applications by Type 

2015-2020
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Existing Policy/By-Law 

City of Cambridge By-law No.20-060, as amended, establishes the entire city as a Site Plan 

control area and delegates approval authority for Site Plan applications to the Chief Planner, 

pursuant to subsection 41(13)(b) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13.change 

Financial Impact 

For this reporting period, Site Plan applications were subject to the application fees set out in 

the 2020 Municipal Fees and Charges Bylaw. The application fees are intended to help 

partially recover the processing costs for the applications. Single detached and semi-detached 

dwellings are generally exempted from Site Plan review. Application fees in core areas are 

waived for Site Plan applications. The 2020 Municipal Rate Review was not approved by 

Council until March, 2020. Consequently, some early 2020 Site Plan applications were 

charged 2019 application fees. 

Attachment 2 displays the amount of fees received over the past five years (2015-2019) by 

type of application and the fees charged for each application type. 

Attachment 3 displays the amount of fees collected in 2020.  The calculations include fees 

collected for pre-consultation application and factor in Core Area fee exemptions.  

Public Input 

As this report is for information and statistical reporting purposes, no formal public input is 

required. There is also no public input on Site Plan applications, but application information is 

shared with the public about formal, complete Site Plan applications upon request. 

Internal/External Consultation 

Each Site Plan application is circulated to the following internal and external agencies, as 

applicable, for review and comment:  

• City of Cambridge Community Development Department (Engineering, Transportation, 

Planning and Building Services) 

• City of Cambridge Economic Development Division  

• City of Cambridge Fire Department  

• City of Cambridge Legal Services  
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• City of Cambridge Corporate Services Department (Accessibility)  

• Recreation and Culture Division   

• Region of Waterloo (Transportation, Source Water Protection, Rapid Transit) 

• Waterloo Regional Police Services  

• Grand River Conservation Authority  

• Energy+ Inc.  

• Waterloo Catholic District School Board  

• Waterloo Region District School Board   

• Ontario Ministry of Transportation 

• CP Rail  

• CN Rail 

Conclusion 

This report serves to update Council on development approvals resulting from delegated 

approval authority for Site Plans. This report is for information and statistical reporting 

purposes to advise Council that 23 Site Plan applications were approved in 2020. 

Attachments 

• Attachment 1 – Site Plan Approvals 

• Attachment 2 – Applications Received between 2015 & 2019 Displaying Type of 

Application, Fee Rates, Number Received & Total Fees Received 

• Attachment 3 – Applications Received in 2020 Displaying Type of Application, Fee 

Rates, Number Received, Number Exempt from Fees (Core Area Properties), total 

Fees Exempt and Total Fees Collected   

 

Approvals: 

☒ Manager/Supervisor             ☒ Deputy City Manager                ☒ City Manager 
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Attachment 1 - 2020 Site Plan Approvals  

File No.& 
Date of 

Approval 
Ward Location Type Of Use Units Created/Type Of Building 

Agreement & 
Letter Of 

Credit 
Required 

Owner/Developer 
Redline 
Revision 

January 
2020 

       

SP12/19 

January 13 
 85 Munch Ave. Residential 

2 storey townhouse units (total of 
80 units) 

Yes 
Nathan Reid Homes 

Limited 
No 

SP45/19 

January 23 
 

75 Dundas St. 
N.  

Commercial 
Minor changes to exiting approved 

commercial building  
No 

Canadian tire 
Corporation  

Yes 

February 
2020 

       

SP27/19 

February 4 

 

 
93 Grand Ave. 

S. 
Mixed 

Res/Comm 
First two stories commercial, third 

storey is one residential unit  
Yes 

2670278 Ontario 
Incorporated  

No 

March 2020        

SP42/19 

March 20 
 10 Natura Way  Industrial Addition to existing machine shop Yes 

762715 Ontario 
Incorporated  

No 

SP17/19 

March 30 
 45 Tyler St.  Industrial  

New industrial building (11,791m2) 
for warehousing/distribution or 

assembly uses  

 

 

Yes 
Gateway business 

Park LP 
No 
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File No.& 
Date of 

Approval 
Ward Location Type Of Use Units Created/Type Of Building 

Agreement & 
Letter Of 

Credit 
Required 

Owner/Developer 
Redline 
Revision 

April 2020 

SP04/19 

April 21 

10 Goddard 
Cres. 

Industrial New industrial Building Yes 
Blendtek Fine 

Ingredients  
No 

May 2020 

June 2020 

SP21/20 

June 3 

125 Maple 
Grove Rd. 

Industrial 
Minor revisions to existing site 

parking lot.  Addition of overhead 
doors.  

No 
Piret 125 Maple 

Grove Road 
Holding Inc. 

Yes 

SP40/19 

June 8 

230 Water St. 
S. 

Regional 
Water 

Treatment 
Plant 

Upgrades to Galt West Water 
Treatment Plant  

No 
Regional 

Municipality of 
Waterloo  

No 

SP01/19 

June 15 

1100 Fountain 
St. N. 

Mixed 
Res/Comm 

Phase 1 of development containing 
ground floor commercial uses and 
second story residential (total of 12 

residential units) 

Yes 
1100 Fountain St. 

Inc. 
No 

SP39/19 

June 16 

150 Goddard 
Cres. 

Industrial 
New industrial building for 
manufacturing operations 

Yes 
Dupar Controls 
Incorporated  

No 

SP36/19 500 Thompson Industrial Reconfiguration of parking on No Scot Lytton Canada Yes 
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File No.& 
Date of 

Approval 
Ward Location Type Of Use Units Created/Type Of Building 

Agreement & 
Letter Of 

Credit 
Required 

Owner/Developer 
Redline 
Revision 

June 22 Dr. existing industrial site Incorporated  

SP23/19 

June 23 
 

24 Compass 
Trail (formerly 
1905 Maple 
Grove Rd.) 

Residential  
90, 3 story townhouse units 

(condominium) 
Yes  

River Mill 
Development 
Corporation 

No 

SP51/18 

June 30 
 

450 Maple 
Grove Rd.  

Institutional  Addition to an existing school  No 
Conseil Scolaire 

Catholique 
No 

July 2020        

SP31/16 

July 7 
 

350 Fisher Mills 
Rd.  

Residential 

Six storey apartment building 
containing 78 units and 64 three 

storey stacked townhomes 

(total of 142 units)   

Yes 
Silver Heights 

Developments Inc. 
No 

August 2020        

SP01/20 

August 21 
 

135 Goddard 
Cres. 

Industrial  

Addition to an existing processing 
and distribution industrial building 

 

 

Yes Pitresa Group Inc. No 

        

September 
2020 

       

SP31/19  25 Isherwood Residential  138 residential townhouse units (2 Yes  Activa Holdings Inc. No 
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File No.& 
Date of 

Approval 
Ward Location Type Of Use Units Created/Type Of Building 

Agreement & 
Letter Of 

Credit 
Required 

Owner/Developer 
Redline 
Revision 

September 
29 

Ave. storey units and stacked townhouse 
units) 

October 
2020 

       

         

November 
2020 

       

SP12/20 

November 6 
 

314 Equestrian 
Way 

Residential 
50 townhouse units to be part of a 

condominium  
Yes 

River Mills 
Communities 3 Inc. 

No 

SP18/20 

November 
17 

 
785 Coronation 

Blvd. 
Institutional 

Construction of a new booster 
pumping station  

No 
Regional 

Municipality of 
Waterloo 

No 

SP14/20 

November 
19 

 
770 Boxwood 

Dr.  
Industrial 

New industrial manufacturing 
building  

Yes  
FNF Enterprises 

Incorporated  
No 

SP13/20 

November 
26 

 
100 Maple 
Grove Rd. 

Industrial  
New parking, pedestrian routes, 

and walking trail  
No 

Regional 
Municipality of 

Waterloo  
No 

SP24/20 

November 
27 

 
140 Goddard 

Cres.  
Industrial 

New industrial mall containing 9 
separate industrial units  

Yes  
13 Goddard 

Developments 
Corp. 

No 

SP23/20 

November 
 

125 Goddard 
Cres. 

Industrial  
New industrial mall including 9 

separate industrial units  
Yes 38 Goddard 

Developments 
No 
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File No.& 
Date of 

Approval 
Ward Location Type Of Use Units Created/Type Of Building 

Agreement & 
Letter Of 

Credit 
Required 

Owner/Developer 
Redline 
Revision 

30 Corp. 

December 
2020 

       

SP29/19 

December 
11 

 
115 Goddard 
Cres. 

Industrial  
New industrial building for pet food 

production facility  
Yes  

11092812 Ontario 
Incorporated  

No 
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Attachment 2 – Applications Received between 2015 & 2019 Displaying Type of Application, Fee Rates, Number 

Received & Total Fees Received 

Application Type 
Standard  Complex Amendment 

Redline/Minor/
Telecom 

Totals 

2015 Site Plan Fee Rates $5,000 $9,000 $3,000 $1,000   

# Site Plan Applications Received in 2015 23 0 11 8 42 

Total Site Plan Fees Received in 2015 $115,000 $0 $33,000 $8,000 $156,000 

            

2016 Site Plan Fee Rates $5,500 $9,500 $3,000 $1,000   

# Site Plan Applications Received in 2016 22 1 9 19 51 

Total Site Plan Fees Received in 2016 $121,000 $9,500 $27,000 $19,000 $176,500 

            

2017 Site Plan Fee Rates $5,610 $9,690 $3,060 $1,020   

# Site Plan Applications Received in 2017 21 1 14 16 52 

Total Site Plan Fees Received in 2017 $117,810 $9,690 $42,840 $16,320 $186,660 

            

2018 Site Plan Fee Rates $5,720 $9,885 $3,120 $1,040   

# Site Plan Applications Received in 2018 12 11 11 18 52 

Total Site Plan Fees Received in 2018 $68,640 $108,735 $34,320 $18,720 $230,415 

            

2019 Site Plan Fee Rates $6,000 $11,000 $3,185 $1,060   

# Site Plan Applications Received in 2019 17 9 9 11 46 

Total Site Plan Fees Received in 2019 $102,000 $99,000 $28,665 $11,660 $241,325 

      

Grand Total of Fees Received 2015-2019 $644,450 $226,925 $168,825 $88,700 $1,128,900 
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Attachment 3 – Applications Received in 2020 Displaying Type of Application, Fee Rates, Number Received, Number 

Exempt from Fees (Core Area Properties), total Fees Exempt and Total Fees Collected   

2020 Site Plan Application Fee Totals 

2020 Applications Subject to 2019 Fees  

Application Type Pre-Consultation Complex Standard Amendment Redline/Minor Total 

 $500 $11,000 $6,000 $3,185 $1,060  

 4 2 5 2 0  

Core Area Fee Exemption 1 1    ($11,500) 

Total $2,000 $22,000 $30,000 $6,370 $0 $60,370 

 

2020 Applications Subject to 2020 Application Fees  

Application Type Pre-Consultation Complex Standard Amendment Redline/Minor Total 

 $1,500 $13,200 $6,600 $3,600 $1,080  

 8 4 11 7 3 25 

Core Area Fee Exemption 2 1   1 ($17,280) 

Total  $12,000 $52,800 $72,600 $25,200 $3,240 $165,840 

Total Fees Exempt in 2020      ($28,780) 

Total Fees Collected in 2020      $226,210 
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234-2021-813
February 17, 2021 

Dear Head of Council, 

RE:  Consulting on growing the size of the Greenbelt 

I am writing today to announce that my ministry is launching a consultation on growing the size 
of the Greenbelt.  

The government has been clear that we are protecting the Greenbelt for future generations. We 
are committed to growing the Greenbelt and will not consider any proposals to remove any 
lands or changes to the existing Greenbelt Plan policies.  

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is seeking feedback on ways to grow the size and 
further enhance the quality of the Greenbelt, with a priority of: 

i. A study area of lands focused on the Paris Galt Moraine, which is home
to critical groundwater resources.

ii. Ideas for adding, expanding and further protecting Urban River Valleys.

The maps available for this consultation are for discussion purposes only and do not represent a 
proposed boundary. 

For more information on this consultation, please visit https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3136 
where you will find information about growing the Greenbelt: 

 Proposed principles for growing the Greenbelt
 Discussion questions for consideration
 Context map of the Paris Galt Moraine area

The consultation is open for 61 days and ends on April 19th, 2021.  

I look forward to receiving your input on this proposal. If you have any questions about the 
consultation, please contact the ministry at greenbeltconsultation@ontario.ca.  

Sincerely, 

Steve Clark 
Minister 

c: Planning Head and/or Clerks 

Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing  

Office of the Minister 

777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto ON  M5G 2E5 
Tel.: 416 585-7000  

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales 
et du Logement   

Bureau du ministre 

777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto ON  M5G 2E5 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 
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February 12, 2021 

Kris Fletcher 
Regional Clerk 
Region of Waterloo 
150 Frederick St., 2nd Fl. 
Kitchener ON  N2G 4J3 

Dear Ms. Fletcher: 

This is to advise that City Council, at a special meeting held on February 8, 2021, 
passed the following resolution regarding the Reopening Ontario Act: 

“WHEREAS the past ten months have been challenging from an economic 
point of view within the City of Kitchener and throughout Ontario and 
Canada; and, 

WHEREAS small business has been impacted significantly throughout the 
pandemic, while larger operations have been able to continue their 
operations, resulting in many small businesses being on the brink of 
ongoing viability; and, 

WHEREAS Ontario is preparing to re-open businesses after the current 
shutdown that has been in effect since December 26th, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Kitchener join the Region 
of Waterloo and other municipalities across Ontario in asking the Province 
of Ontario to review and potentially amend the Reopening Ontario Act and 
associated regulations, in order to ensure a consistent application of the law 
and a reduction in frustration amongst businesses and enforcement 
agencies, in the following areas: 

• More equitable capacity regulations for restaurants and similar
facilities that are based on the size of the operation.

• Regulations that limit big box operations like Costco and Walmart to
only the sale of essential items via in-purchase shopping and
anything else limited to curbside pick-up as with other businesses.

• Regulations that permit small businesses to re-open with limited
clientele at a time by appointment, thus minimizing any public health
risks.
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Province of Ontario clarify regulations to provide 
for a consistent application of the regulations across the Province on 
business openings in various instances including situations such as drive-
thru events; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ontario government enhance the 
Provincial inquiry processes in order to assist public health units and 
enforcement agencies with a timely and consistent interpretation of the laws 
and regulations across the Province; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the federal government and Ontario 
provincial government consider additional pandemic stimulus funding for 
small businesses now in order to hopefully ensure the ongoing viability of 
many of these businesses critical to our communities, and further, 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution and associated 
material be circulated to all municipalities in the Region of Waterloo and 
local area MP’s, MPPs, as well as the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities, the FCM Big City Mayors’ Caucus, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario and the Ontario Big Cities Mayors Caucus.” 

Yours truly, 

C. Tarling
Director of Legislated Services
& City Clerk

c: Honourable Tim Louis, M.P. 
Honourable Raj Saini, M.P. 
Honourable Marwan Tabbara, M. P. 
Honourable Bardish Chagger, M.P. 
Honourable Bryan May, M.P. 
Honourable Amy Fee, M.P.P. 
Honourable Catherine Fife, M.P.P. 
Honourable Belinda Karahalios, M.P.P. 
Honourable Mike Harris, M.P.P. 
Honourable Laura Mae Lindo, M.P.P. 
Ashley Sage, Clerk, Township of North Dumfries 
Dawn Mittelholtz, Director of Information and Legislative 
Services/Municipal Clerk, Township of Wilmot 
Grace Kosch, Clerk, Township of Wellesley 
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Julie Finley Scott, Acting City Clerk, City of Waterloo 
Val Hummel, Director of Corporate Services/Clerk, Township of 
Woolwich 
Danielle Manton, City Clerk, City of Cambridge 
Garth Frizzell, Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

  Don Iveson, FCM Big City Mayor’s Caucus  
  Monika Turner, Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
  Jeff Lehman, Ontario Big Cities Mayors Caucus 
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Sent via Email  
 
February 11, 2021 
 
RE: TOWN OF GRAVENHURST RESOLUTION – ONTARIO FIRE COLLEGE 
 
At the Town of Gravenhurst Committee of the Whole meeting held on February 
9, 2021 the following resolution was passed:  
 

Moved by Councillor Lorenz 
Seconded by Councillor Murray 
 
WHEREAS the site of the Ontario Fire College has been in institutional 
use since 1902 as the Muskoka Free Hospital for Consumptives and the 
site of many heritage buildings that require protection; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Town of Gravenhurst has been home to the Ontario 
Fire College since 1957, providing world-class training and camaraderie to 
thousands of Firefighters from across the Province in a unique setting; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Ontario Fire College has established the reputation 
to certify both Volunteer and Career firefighters in a cost effective manner, 
offering top-tier training to all Fire Departments in Ontario; 
 
AND WHEREAS there is concern from several municipalities and 
firefighters across the Province that the closure is detrimental to their 
training and that downloading of training is simply too expensive for 
municipalities and not included in their 2021 budgets; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Fire Marshal has a duty (F.P.P.A.S 9.2(e)) to operate 
and maintain a central fire college and that regional training facilities are 
unproven and the closure of the Ontario Fire College was implemented 
with no stakeholder consultation; 
 
AND WHEREAS the community of Gravenhurst has benefitted from the 
employment opportunities that the Ontario Fire College has provided; 
 
AND WHEREAS the closure of the facility will result in significant job 
losses and would be a detriment to the broader community; 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Province of Ontario 
reconsider the closure of the Ontario Fire College; 

AND THAT if the closure occurs, the facility and site in the Town of 
Gravenhurst be considered to be the location of a Regional Training 
Centre for Fire and Emergency Services, for all the people of Ontario; 

AND THAT the Province engage the Town of Gravenhurst and community 
partners to use the site in a matter that fosters growth of the community in 
a responsible way; 

AND FINALLY THAT this motion be forwarded to the Honourable Doug 
Ford, Premier of Ontario, the Honourable Sylvia Jones, Ontario Solicitor 
General, the Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, MPP Norm Miller, the Ontario Fire Marshal, Jon Pegg and all 
Ontario Municipalities. 

CARRIED 

Sincerely,  

Kayla Thibeault 
Director of Legislative Services / Clerk 
Town of Gravenhurst 
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February 9, 2021 
 
 

The Honourable Doug Ford, M.P.P. 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building  

Queen's Park  

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Sent via email: premier@ontario.ca 
 
Re: Universal Paid Sick Days in Ontario 
Our File 35.31.99 
 
Dear Premier Ford: 
 
At its meeting held on February 1, 2021, St. Catharines City Council approved the following motion: 
 

“WHEREAS workers in Ontario without paid sick leave often feel forced to work when unwell so 
they can feed and support their families and are at risk of losing a paycheque or even their jobs 
if they stay home; and 
 
WHEREAS the Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit is temporary, not accessible to all and not 
usable for the crucial first few days of an illness; and 
 
WHEREAS had legislated paid sick leave been in place before the global pandemic, lives 
would have been saved because infection rates would have been reduced; and 
 
WHEREAS the lack of paid sick days has especially hurt Black, Indigenous, workers of colour, 
women and migrant workers who are over-represented in low-paying frontline jobs with few 
benefits and a reduced ability to work from home; and  
 
WHEREAS the Ontario Medical Association, 11 GTHA Mayors and Chairs representing 
Ontario’s largest municipalities, the editorial board of the Toronto Star, the Toronto Board of 
Health, the Decent Work and Health Network, the Ontario Nurses Association, and several 
other professional associations representing thousands of healthcare workers have all called 
on the provincial government to legislate paid sick days;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of St. Catharines endorses legislated sick leave 
and calls on the government of Ontario to permanently legislate universal paid sick days for all 
workers in Ontario during the pandemic and beyond, regardless of workplace size, type of work 
or immigration status; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this motion be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, Minister 
of Labour, all Regional MPPs, Niagara Region, and all Ontario Municipalities.” 
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If you have any questions, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at extension 1506. 

Bonnie Nistico-Dunk, City Clerk 
Legal and Clerks Services, Office of the City Clerk 
:ra 

Cc Minister of Labour, Hon. Monte McNaughton, Minister.MLTSD@ontario.ca 
Jennifer Stevens, MPP - St. Catharines, JStevens-CO@ndp.on.ca  
Jeff Burch, MPP - Niagara Centre, JBurch-QP@ndp.on.ca  
Wayne Gates, MPP - Niagara Falls, wgates-co@ndp.on.ca  
Sam Oosterhoff, MPP - Niagara West-Glanbrook, sam.oosterhoff@pc.ola.org 
Niagara Region 
Ontario Municipalities  
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1. Do participating municipalities have to appoint new members to conservation 

authorities now in order to meet the 70% requirement?  

 
Immediate action is not required on the part of conservation authorities or by municipalities 
related to the provision requiring 70% of municipally appointed members be elected 
officials.  
 
Current members should complete the remaining duration of their appointments. As new 
members are appointed, conservation authorities should be appointing members in a way 
that complies with this new requirement.   
 
A participating municipality may also apply to the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks requesting an exception to this 70% requirement. The request 
should include the rationale for the request, and what proportion of members the 
municipality is proposing to be elected officials. Requests should be sent to 
minister.mecp@ontario.ca.  
 
2. Does a conservation authority need to immediately initiate the term limits of 

chair/vice-chairs and rotate amongst participating municipalities? 

 
Immediate action is not necessarily required. Implementation of this provision could begin 
at the first meeting held this year (following the proclamation date of February 2, 2021), or 
at such other meeting as may be specified by the authority’s by-laws. 
 
A participating municipality or conservation authority may also apply to the Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks requesting an exception to the term limit or rotation. 
The request should include the alternative approach being proposed, and the rationale for 
the request. Requests should be sent to minister.mecp@ontario.ca. 
 
3. When should conservation authorities transition to the use of generally accepted 

accounting principles? 

 

If not already the practice, conservation authorities will transition to the use of generally 
accepted accounting principles for local government and ensure that key conservation 
authority documents are made available to the public (i.e., minutes of authority or 
executive committee meetings, auditor reports) following proclamation of these provisions 
on February 2, 2021. 
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4. When do copies of municipal member agreements need to be sent to the Minister

and made public?

Please submit any existing agreements (on the number of total conservation authority 

members and number of members per participating municipality in a conservation 

authority) to the Minister within 60 days of February 2, 2021 (i.e., by April 3, 2021).   

If no such agreement is in place as of February 2, 2021, but such an agreement is entered 

into at a future date, please provide it to the Minister within 60 days of executing the 

agreement. These agreements should also be made available to the public through the 

conservation authority’s website or other appropriate means within these same timelines.  

5. Which provisions of the Conservation Authorities Act (CAA) are you proclaiming

in this first phase?

Provisions in the CAA that come into effect February 2, 2021, as part of this first phase 
include:   

Housekeeping Amendments 

− Clarifying “Minister” means the Minister of the of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks (rather than the Minister of the Natural Resources and Forestry) (Bill 108,
2019).

− Administrative change by striking out “of the Environment” from “Minister of the
Environment” (in the section on CA dissolutions – clause 13.1(6)(c)) (Bill 108, 2019).

− Remove a legislative date (now stale) for a past transition period for conservation
authorities (CAs) to up-date administrative by-laws (Bill 229, 2020).

Government Requirements 

− Non-derogation provision to recognize existing Aboriginal or treaty rights (Bill 229,
2020).

− Enable the Minister to delegate his or her powers to an employee of the Ministry of
the Environment, Conservation and Parks (Bill 229, 2020).

Governance 

− Changes to the CA municipal membership provisions including requiring 70 per cent
of municipally appointed members to be elected officials with provision for the
Minister to permit less than 70 per cent on application by a participating municipality
(Bill 229, 2020).

− Requiring copies of municipal member agreements on number of total CA members
agreed upon and numbers per participating municipality in a CA agreed upon, to be
made public and provided to the Minister (Bill 229, 2020).
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− Removal of the regulation making authority regarding the composition of the CA (Bill
229, 2020).

− Minister’s power to appoint a member from the agricultural sector with limitations
added to the member’s voting rights (Bill 229, 2020).

− Limiting the term of the chair/vice-chair and rotating of the chair/vice-chair among a
CA’s participating municipalities with provision for the Minister to permit an exception
to these requirements upon application of the CA or participating municipality. If an
exception is granted, this would allow a chair/vice-chair to hold office for more than
one year or two terms, or a member to succeed an outgoing chair, vice-chair,
appointed from the same participating municipality (Bill 229, 2020).

− Minor amendments to the ‘powers of authorities’: integrating the CA power to “cause
research to be done” with the CA power to “study and investigate the watershed” in
order to support the programs and services the CA delivers; to require consent of
the occupant or owner of the land before a CA staff can enter the land for the
purpose of a CA project (such as land surveying); and to remove the power of a CA
to expropriate land (Bill 229, 2020).

− Require CAs to follow generally accepted accounting principles for local
governments, make key documents (annual audit, meeting agendas and minutes
and member agreements) available to the public (Bill 229, 2020).

− Minister’s Power

− Enable the Minister to issue a binding directive to a CA following an investigation
(Bill 229, 2020).

− Enable the province, upon recommendation by the Minister, to appoint a temporary
administrator to assume control of a CA’s operations following an investigation or the
issuance of a binding directive, if the directive is not followed. Immunity is provided
for the administrator (Bill 229, 2020).
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C-032-2021

THE TOWNSHIP OF GEORGIAN BAY 
Council  

DATE:  9 February 2021 

YEA NAY 

Councillor Bochek 

Councillor Cooper 

Councillor Douglas 

Councillor Hazelton 

Councillor Jarvis 

Councillor Wiancko 

Mayor Koetsier 

MOVED BY:  Hazelton 

SECONDED 
BY: 

Jarvis 

DEFERRED ______ CARRIED __X____ DEFEATED ______ REFERRED ______ 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council send a letter of support to the Municipality of Charleton 
and Dack to immediately review the recommendations to investigate the unethical 
practice of preferred vendors who are paid substantial amounts over industry standards, 
despite COVID-19 delays, as insurance premiums will soon be out of reach for many 
communities; 

AND THAT this motion be provided to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, the 
Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance, the Honourable Doug Downey, 
Attorney General of Ontario and all other Ontario municipalities.  
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