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 Snow Event Significant Weather Event 
When may the city 
declare? When there is significant snowfall in the weather 

forecast, we will declare a Snow Event. We try our 
best to declare a snow event as early as possible 
before city crews commence the full plow out of 
the city in the overnight hours.  

Per provincial governing legislation, the city may declare a 
Significant Weather Event relating to such things as snow 
accumulation and/or ice formation due to a winter weather 
hazard or when resources are deemed insufficient to respond 
to the event. Any or all of the following criteria may trigger 
the declaration of a Significant Weather Event for winter 
events: 
 

1. Greater than 20cm of snow accumulation expected or 
occurring during the next 24hours. 

2. Greater than 20mm of ice accretion from a freezing 
rain event lasting longer than 12 hours. 

3. Sustained winds above 60km/hr that will reduce 
visibility. 

 
What does it mean 
to you the resident? When we declare a Snow Event, you cannot park on 

city streets and we may issue an $80 ticket, see 
CambridgeParking  for more details.   

By declaring the snow event by 5 pm before the 
anticipated full plow out, we allow you time to 
move your car if it’s parked on a city street.    

 

The regular level of service may be reduced on any Highway 
or Bridge which may include such things as, roads, bicycle 
lanes, and sidewalks.  
 
Please be patient as City crews are deployed when safe and 
as available to do so.  
 
If a Snow Event is also declared, the requirement of Snow 
Events must be followed including not parking on roadways. 
 

How does this 
declaration help 
you? 

By allowing city crews unrestricted access to city 
roads to complete their tasks, the roads will be 
passable sooner; rather than having crews have to 
revisit areas they could not access due to parked 
vehicles on the roads resulting in overall faster 
winter maintenance delivery throughout the City.  

Residents will be made aware of the Significant Weather 
Event declaration so you can make appropriate arrangements 
given potential reduced maintenance levels. 
 
Available municipal resources will be prioritized to maintain 
critical services for residents. 

https://www.cambridge.ca/en/learn-about/Parking.aspx
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How does this 
declaration help the 
city perform winter 
operations? 

City crews usually commence full plow outs of the 
city in the overnight hours, when there is less 
traffic, and with no cars parked on the roads, the 
crews can do a better job at clearing away the 
snow. Resulting in quicker completion of road 
clearing throughout the city. 

The Significant Weather Event declaration helps keep our 
crews safe when conditions may not allow them to perform 
their duties as they may otherwise do under normal winter 
conditions.  The declaration allows the city to prioritize 
critical services levels with available resources and 
equipment. 

When is the 
declaration deemed 
over? 

Snow Events are declared for a minimum of 24 
hours unless cancelled or modified.  
 
After the snow event declaration is over, you can 
resume parking on city streets in accordance with 
the city’s traffic and parking by-law. 
 
City will post on their website when the Snow Event 
is cancelled or modified. 

As determined by the city’s operations management team, 
following the end of the weather hazard and/or winter event 
for which a Significant Weather Event is declared, the city will 
address snow and/or ice accumulation on roads, bicycle 
lanes, and sidewalks in accordance with the applicable 
provincial legislation or in accordance with city standard 
levels of service. 
 
City will post on their website when the Significant Weather 
Event is declared over. 

Can we declare one 
or the other or both 
a Snow Event and 
Significant Weather 
Event 

Yes, the City can declare one or the other or both. This will be highly dependent on weather, recourses and staffing 
and this decision will be made by the city’s operations management team. 

 


