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What is the scope of work? 

The City of Cambridge is undertaking preliminary and detailed design phases for 
the streetscaping improvements and municipal service replacement on Main 
Street from Ainslie Street to Shade Street. 

Reconstruction will include: 

 Streetscape upgrades similar to the recent upgrades on Main Street from 
Water Street to Ainslie Street; 

 New on road bike lanes from Wellington Street to Shade Street; 

 Replacement of sections of existing watermain with new watermain and 
appurtenances, including replacement of required water services up to the 
property line;  

 Replacement of some sections of existing storm sewer with new storm 
sewer and appurtenances;  

 Replacement of some sections of existing sanitary sewer with new 
sanitary sewer and appurtenances and required sanitary services up to 
the property line;  

 Reconstruction of the asphalt, road base and sub-base, concrete 
sidewalks, curb and gutter; Granite curb is currently being considered from 
Ainslie Street to Wellington Street. 

 Installation of street furniture, planting beds, new street trees and new 
pedestrian / street lighting; and 

 Proposed enhanced linkage to the existing trail along Mill Creek and 
parkette upgrades at Shade Street. 

The upgrades to existing street lighting, streetscaping and landscaping are being 
undertaken as part of this project utilizing the recommendations of the Main 
Street Urban Design Guidelines completed in 2013. 

Why is the City proceeding with this work? 

The City of Cambridge upgrades infrastructure each year so that aged facilities 
are replaced prior to a complete failure or the cost of maintenance becoming 
exorbitant. Sections of the watermain, storm and sanitary sewer systems have 
reached the end of their useful life and require replacement (normal age wear, 
deterioration and/or growth). 



Reconstruction of the road surface, throughout the project limits, will be 
necessary due to the poor condition of the asphaltic concrete pavement and the 
work undertaken to complete the infrastructure replacement and streetscape 
upgrades. 

The City of Cambridge Bikeway Network Master Plan and the Region of 
Waterloo’s Active Transportation Master Plan has identified proposed bike lanes 
on this section of Main Street. The existing on-street parking from Wellington 
Street to Shade Street will be removed to accommodate on-road bike lanes on 
both sides of the street. Wayfinding signage will be provided to direct cyclists to 
the Wellington Street intersection where cyclists can dismount and cross at the 
intersection. 

Streetscaping upgrades are being undertaken to help inject vitality and 
sustainability onto Main Street as identified in the Urban Design Guidelines. 

What is the timing of the reconstruction? 

Construction is expected to commence in 2019 pending Council approval. 

Who will be doing the work? 

A private contractor will be selected through the City’s public tender process to 
undertake the work.   

How will the reconstruction affect me? 

During the reconstruction the road will be closed to through traffic in blocks as 
the construction progresses. For times when access to your property is impacted, 
alternate arrangements will be made for parking and advance coordination for 
deliveries will be arranged.   

How will pedestrian access be maintained? 

To minimize disruption to pedestrians, at all locations where the sidewalk will be 
reconstructed, the construction crew will: 

 maintain the existing sidewalk until it’s removal is absolutely necessary;  

 provide a temporary gravel sidewalk between removal of the old and 
placement of the new sidewalk; and 

 whenever possible, provide advanced notice to the property owners and 
residents whose sidewalk or driveway will be temporarily affected.  

There will times when access may not be available during the placement of 
concrete. We will work with residents and store owners to schedule these 
disturbances during off peak times and make alternate arrangements for access 
where possible. 



Will sanitary sewer and water services be interrupted? 

Sewer and water service will be maintained throughout the duration of 
construction. However, short interruptions to water services can be expected, 
particularly when the services to individual properties are transferred from 
existing watermain to the new watermain. In the majority of cases, these 
interruptions are generally limited to a few hours during working hours. Advance 
notification will be provided whenever possible prior to any planned service 
interruption.  

Can I upgrade my existing water service? 

Any property owner wishing to have new (additional) or larger sized services 
must make written application to the City of Cambridge. Any new or upgraded 
service will be at the expense of the property owner making the request. Should 
you require a new or upgraded service, please contact Jeff Nyenhuis of 
Community Development at (519) 621-0740 ext. 4541 so that your requirements 
can be incorporated into the construction contract. All upgraded service requests 
will be subject to City approval. 

Please note that the service installed would be to the property line only. Any work 
on private property would be the responsibility and cost of the property owner 
who must obtain a permit under the Plumbing Code from the City’s Building 
Department. 

What changes are proposed to the existing streetscape?  

Concrete sidewalks will be replaced within the entire project area. Concrete 
pavers have been proposed adjacent to the new concrete sidewalk and in 
amenity spaces to add character and clearly delineate pedestrian and amenity 
areas. 

Granite curb is being considered in the design process from Ainslie Street to 
Wellington Street similar to what currently exists on Main Street from Water 
Street to Ainslie Street.   

Street lighting is being replaced within the downtown core to provide sidewalk 
and roadway lighting. 

Proposed tree plantings and planters are shown on the conceptual design plans. 
Tree plantings proposed will utilize underground planting cells to optimize the 
growth conditions and support the growth of healthy trees. 

Street furniture (benches, garbage receptacles, tree grates, bollards and bike 
rings) has been selected to complement other features while providing durable 
functionality.  



Wayfinding signage will be provided to direct cyclists to the Wellington Street 
intersection. 

The upgrades will be similar to the recently completed block from Water Street to 
Ainslie Street. 

What changes are proposed to the existing parking?  

Post-construction, on-street parking will be permitted on both sides of Main 
Street from Ainslie Street to Wellington Street. 

Between Ainslie Street and Wellington Street, parking will remain relatively 
unchanged with 21 spaces being provided compared to 22 spaces currently 
provided.  

Between Wellington Street and Shade Street, parking is permitted on the south 
side of the road. Post construction, on-street parking will not be permitted on both 
sides of the road. 

How will disruptions be minimized? 

One issue of critical importance to the City of Cambridge is controlling 
construction to minimize disruption to the neighbourhood while the work is being 
completed. 

Road reconstruction and underground servicing is often disruptive, noisy and 
dusty. At times, vibrations from compaction equipment will be felt within the 
adjacent buildings. To address these disruptions, water and calcium chloride are 
used for dust control and construction activity is limited to daylight hours after 
7:00 a.m. Preconstruction surveys will be completed on adjacent buildings to 
record their condition and facilitate any future claims of property damage. 

Surface features existing on City property 

On some reconstruction projects we find that residents have constructed private 
gardens, shrubs, hedges, and fences within the City road allowance. This is 
usually not a problem unless the services needing to be replaced are below that 
particular feature or if the grade or the location of the sidewalk changes. In these 
circumstances, the property owner will be asked to relocate the garden, hedge, 
etc. onto their own property prior to construction (at the homeowner’s risk and 
expense). 

When tying into the new roadway, it may be necessary to cut back onto private 
driveways to match the new grade. If this is the case, the driveway will be saw-
cut and a patch placed. Whenever possible, the existing driveway material 
(asphalt, concrete or gravel) will be matched. Patches in impressed or coloured 
concrete driveways often cannot be perfectly matched to the remaining driveway.  



Paving stone driveways are similarly difficult to match (unless the owner has a 
supply of surplus matching stones that may be used).  

If you have a sprinkler system installed along the edge of the sidewalk within the 
City Right-of-way, you are asked to remove the piping prior to construction as the 
contractor will not be responsible for damage and the City will not replace it. You 
may have it reinstalled on private property after construction is completed if you 
wish. 

Will blue box, green box and refuse collection be affected? 

Blue box, green box and refuse collection will be maintained throughout the 
duration of construction. When access is restricted by construction operations on 
collection days, the construction crew will gather the blue boxes and refuse 
containers from the neighbourhood and place them at a location accessible by 
the collection service. To minimize problems during construction, it would be 
appreciated if all refuse is bagged – Yard Waste in paper bags, Household 
Garbage in plastic bags. Please ensure that your address is clearly marked 
on containers/ blue boxes. 

How can I voice my comments? 

The City of Cambridge realizes that reconstruction will cause inconvenience to 
the residents and businesses in the area and requests your cooperation and 
patience throughout its duration. A comment sheet is attached to this information 
package and you are encouraged to fill it out with your comments, concerns or 
questions. In addition to your comments, other information we would like to 
receive from residents or businesses are your special needs, e.g. for disabled 
persons, water or sewer service improvements and/or driveway modifications. 
This written record will assist the City to address all the issues related to the 
reconstruction of Main Street.  

We thank you for attending this Public Information Session. 

Jeff Nyenhuis, P.Eng.                                                              
Project Engineer  
Community Development 

City of Cambridge 
50 Dickson Street 
P.O. Box 669 
Cambridge, Ontario 
N1R 5W8 

Telephone 519-621-0740 ext 4541 
Facsimile 519-740-7729 
Email nyenhuisj@cambridge.ca 
 



COMMENT SHEET 
 

MAIN STREET RECONSTRUCTION AND STREETSCAPING  
City of Cambridge 

 
Public Information Centre – Tuesday, May 29th, 2018 

 
Please complete and hand in this sheet so that your comments can be considered prior to start of 
this project.  If you cannot complete your comments today, please take this home and mail or fax 
your comments no later than June 5th, 2018 to: 
  

Jeff Nyenhuis, P.Eng. 
Project Engineer, Community Development 

City of Cambridge 
50 Dickson Street 

P.O. Box 669 
Cambridge, Ontario 

N1R 5W8 
 

Telephone 519-621-0740 ext 4541 
Facsimile 519-740-7729 

Email nyenhuisj@cambridge.ca 
 

Comments 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
(Please continue comments on back of page if additional space is needed) 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________  
Address:_________________________________________________________ 
Postal Code:___________________________ 
 
The personal information on this form is gathered under the authority outlined in the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (28-2) and will be used to assist the Engineering Department in 
making decisions on this project.  All names, addresses, and comments will be included in material made 
available to the general public.  If you have any questions on the gathering of personal information you can 
contact the Freedom of Information co-ordinator who can be reached through the Public Access and Council 
Services Division of the Corporate Services Department at 519.740.4680 ext. 4079. 
 


