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Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting
• Summarize the HCD Study findings and Council decision
• Review steps and process involved in the HCD Plan Phase
• Hear from you:
• draft objectives of the HCD Plan
• discuss qualities of different character areas identified within the district and the types
of future changes that are expected or would be appropriate in these various areas

HCD Designation Process (Study Phase)
Request or Proposal to Designate District

Council Decision: Initiate Study?

No

Study does not Proceed

Yes

Public Consultation

Study Commences

Study Findings and Recommendations
Presented to Council
Council Decision: Proceed with
Designation?

No

Area not Designated

Galt Core HCD Study Phase Findings: Key Valued Qualities

West along Main Street from Ainslie Street, 2021

Aerial view of Downtown Galt, 1967

Galt Core Study Phase: Public Engagement to Date
• Public Information Centre #1 (February 8, 2021)
• Online Survey
(February 9 to March 2, 2021)
• Property Owners Workshops (March 10, 2021)

• Community Update Sessions (April 14 and 20, 2021)
• Public Information Centre #2 (June 10, 2021)

• Council Meetings (August 10 and October 5, 2021)

Galt Core Study Phase:
Council Decision

Requirements of an HCD Plan
Ontario Heritage Act: Content of Plan
(5) A heritage conservation district plan shall include,
(a) a statement of the objectives to be achieved in designating the area as a heritage
conservation district;
(b) a statement explaining the cultural heritage value or interest of the heritage
conservation district;
(c) a description of the heritage attributes of the heritage conservation district and of
properties in the district;
(d) policy statements, guidelines and procedures for achieving the stated objectives and
managing change in the heritage conservation district; and
(e) a description of the alterations or classes of alterations that are minor in nature and
that the owner of property in the heritage conservation district may carry out or permit
to be carried out on any part of the property, other than the interior of any structure or
building on the property, without obtaining a permit under section 42. 2005, c. 6, s. 31.

Requirements of an HCD Plan
Ontario Heritage Act: Consultation
(6) Before a by-law adopting a heritage conservation district plan is made
by the council of a municipality under subsection 41 (1) or under
subsection (2), the council shall ensure that,
(a) information relating to the proposed heritage conservation district plan, including a
copy of the plan, is made available to the public;
(b) at least one public meeting is held with respect to the proposed heritage
conservation district plan; and
(c) if the council of the municipality has established a municipal heritage committee
under section 28, the committee is consulted with respect to the proposed heritage
conservation district plan. 2005, c. 6, s. 31.

HCD Designation Process (Plan Phase)
Prepare HCD Plan and Guidelines
Public Notification and Meeting to
Consider HCD Plan and designation Bylaw
Council Decision: Designate Area?

No

Yes
Notice of By-law Passage Served on
Property Owners, Ontario Heritage Trust,
and Made Public
Objection?
No
District Designated: By-law in effect. HCD
Plan and Guidelines Adopted

HCD Plan and By-law
Shelved

Public Consultation
Yes

Matter Appealed to
Ontario Land Tribunal

Work Plan and Schedule
Work Plan

Consultation

Timeline

Step 1
• Contributing and Noncontributing properties
• District Objectives

Public Information Centre #1

Winter 2022

Step 2
• Policies and Guidelines
• Implementation Plan

Community Workshop
Online Survey
Municipal Heritage Advisory
Committee Meeting

Winter/Spring
2022

Step 3
Public Information Centre #2
• Final Heritage Conservation
District Plan

Summer/Fall 2022

Context and Structure of Galt Core HCD Plan
Building on the findings of the Galt Core Heritage Conservation District (HCD)
Study, the HCD Plan will develop appropriate policies and guidelines in
collaboration with property owners and the public to ensure the heritage values
and attributes of Galt Core are maintained and celebrated as the area prepares for
intensification as an Urban Growth Centre. The HCD Plan will address the
following:
Policies and Guidelines for:

Implementation Plan for:

• Contributing Properties
• Non-contributing Properties
• Public Realm (Parks, Trails, Bridges,
Squares)

•
•
•
•

Heritage Permits
Review of the HCD Plan
Main Street HCD
Concurrent Studies

Statement of Significance
• Description of Historic Place
• Statement of Cultural Heritage Value
•
•
•
•

Scenic and Aesthetic Values
Historical Values
Design Values
Contextual and Social Values

• Heritage Attributes
•
•
•
•

Landscape
Public Realm
Built Form and Streetscape
Views

Statement of Significance
Highlights
• A well-preserved collection of street layouts,
lotting patterns, buildings, streetscapes, views,
and landscape features

• Galt’s significant period of commercial, civic,
institutional, and industrial establishment, growth
and solidification on the banks of the Grand River
began in 1816 with the selection of the Town site
and continued to the late 1930s when the last
major public building was constructed in the
downtown core and Galt went off to war
• The majority of buildings in the District date to
between 1850 and 1920
• Impressive collection and concentration of
nineteenth and early twentieth-century features
nestled in the valley of the Grand River express
design-related, aesthetic, scenic, contextual and
community values

Mill Race Park

Civic Centre

Armoury Precinct
Commercial Centre

Galt Knitting Co. Precinct

River Edge

Contributing and Non-Contributing Properties
For each property within the HCD boundary, property research and data
collected during the study is matched against the period of significance
(1816-1939) and/or heritage attributes identified in the Statement of
Significance to determine which properties contribute to the character of
the HCD:
A Contributing Property was
built during the period of
significance and represents one
or more of the key attributes.

A Non-Contributing Property was
built after the period of
significance and/or does not
represent the key attributes.

Both contributing and non-contributing properties are designated as part of
the HCD under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Contributing Property

Non-Contributing Property

10 Water Street North

95 Water Street North

• Built in 1890
• Associated with Fred
Mellish, architect

• Built c. 1975

Contributing and
Non-Contributing
Properties
• In the HCD Plan, Contributing and
Non-contributing properties have
specific and different policies for
each group
• Conservation policies and guidelines
applied when making alterations
and/or additions to contributing
properties

• Policies and guidelines for noncontributing properties address
alterations, changes or demolition
including new development and infill

Draft Objectives for Galt Core Heritage Conservation District
Conservation
• Reinforce and conserve the District’s interconnected areas that feature
significant built forms, streetscapes, materiality, and character that reflect its
historical commercial, civic, institutional, and industrial uses and cultural
heritage values.
• Celebrate and maintain the physical, visual, and historical relationships
associated with the Grand River in the District through development of
guidelines for alterations, new development and infill that address conservation
of the area’s cultural heritage value and its significant streetscapes, landmarks,
views, and circulation routes.

Draft Objectives for Galt Core Heritage Conservation District
New Development and Infill
• Develop consistent, sympathetic, and respectful design guidelines for new
development and infill in the District.

• Ensure that the H.C.D. Plan supports planned density targets in the downtown
Urban Growth Centre and objectives of transit-oriented development related to
the two planned Major Transit Station Areas in a manner that balances
intensification and conservation objectives so that the District retains its cultural
heritage value while encouraging growth and animation of streets and spaces.

Draft Objectives for Galt Core Heritage Conservation District
Implementation
• Review existing and encourage the development of new incentives, tools, and
programs for property owners to support implementation of the District’s
objectives.

• Implement property standards by-law provisions to ensure that properties
within the District are maintained in a good state of repair.
• Encourage active participation from the City in the promotion and
implementation of the H.C.D., including development of a streamlined and
proactive heritage permitting process with the City to ensure that requirements
of property owners are understood early in the process and revisions to project
plans are mitigated and reduced.

Approach to Galt Core HCD Policy Development
• Support Plan objectives and conservation of the District’s values
and attributes

• Consult with the public and stakeholders

• Respond to land-use planning context (Major Transit Station
Areas, Urban Growth Centre densities) and integrate with existing
and in progress design guidelines (Main Street and Downtown
Urban Design Guidelines and Heights Study)

Feedback and Information Sharing
• Please share any comments, questions, or further feedback about what you
heard tonight or the project in general by February 4th 2022 so the project
team can integrate feedback into in-progress work
• Contact Person: Abraham Plunkett-Latimer, Senior Planner - Heritage
• Telephone: (519) 623-1340 ext. 4690
• E-mail: plunkettlata@cambridge.ca

• Please visit the project website to stay updated on the project and access
materials shared at public meetings:
• https://www.cambridge.ca/en/learn-about/galtcorehcd.aspx#

• Recordings of public meetings are posted to the City’s You Tube channel:
• https://www.youtube.com/user/CityOfCambridgeOn/videos?app=desktop

Next Steps
• Share feedback about tonight’s session with the City’s Project Manager by
February 4th 2022:
• Contact Person: Abraham Plunkett-Latimer, Senior Planner - Heritage
• Telephone: (519) 623-1340 ext. 4690
• E-mail: plunkettlata@cambridge.ca

• Policy and Guideline development – Late winter/Early Spring

• Community Workshop to Discuss Progress on Policies and Guidelines –
Targeting Late March 2022

• Online Survey – Following Community Workshop

Thank You

Breakout Groups – Format and Intent
• Small groups to ensure all voices are heard
• Each group will have a facilitator and a recorder from the City or the consultant
team
• There will be three topics for discussion:
• Review the District’s qualities through discussion of Character Areas identified during the
Study Phase
• Discuss if there are any additional or other features in the Character Areas that should be
considered as change is planned
• Discuss attendees’ vision for the types of changes and development that would fit in well in
the different Character Areas

• One community member is asked to report back to the plenary group following
the breakout

Mill Race Park
Civic Centre
Commercial Core
Armoury Precinct
Galt Knitting Co.
Precinct
River Edge

1) Of the unique elements identified in each
area, what elements do you think should
be
retained
and
celebrated
as
intensification and growth comes to the
downtown area?
Mill Race Park
Civic Centre
Commercial Core

Armoury Precinct
Galt Knitting Co.
Precinct
River Edge

2) Within each character area, are there
other important characteristics or
qualities that we haven’t discussed or
noted that are important to be aware of
and manage as the Downtown continues
to grow and evolve?

3) How do you see new development fitting
into the HCD Plan area? What does new
development look like to you, and what
elements would you like to see new
development respond to / achieve?
Mill Race Park
Civic Centre
Commercial Core

Armoury Precinct
Galt Knitting Co.
Precinct
River Edge

