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Objectives

• Present Study Findings

• Brief Question and Answer Period

• Breakout Group Discussion

• Feedback on significance and heritage attributes 

• Feedback on recommended boundary

• Report Back and Wrap-up



Context for a Heritage Conservation District Study in Galt 

Paul Dilse, A Remarkable Heritage: Programmes 
and Policies for Heritage Conservation in 
Cambridge, Ontario (November 1981)

1981

Top: Nicholas Hill, Architect Planner, Heritage 
Conservation District Plan for the City of Cambridge (Galt) 
(September 1984); Bottom: Green Scheels Pidgeon 
Planning Consultants, Dickson Hill Heritage Conservation 
District Plan for City Owned Lands (April 2005)

1984

2005

Municipal Heritage Register 



Context for a Heritage Conservation District Study in Galt 

Province of Ontario, Urban Growth Centre, 
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
(2006)

BRAY Heritage et al, Cambridge Heritage 
Master Plan (June 2008)

Brook McIlroy, Downtown Urban Design 
Guidelines (2013)

2006 2008 2013



HCD Designation Process (Study Phase)

Request or Proposal to Designate District

Study Findings and Recommendations 
Presented to Council

Council Decision: Proceed with 
Designation?

Study does not Proceed

Study Commences

Council Decision: Initiate Study?
No

Yes

Public Consultation

Area not Designated
No



HCD Designation Process (Plan Phase)
Prepare HCD Plan and Guidelines

Council Decision: Designate Area?

Objection?

HCD Plan and By-law 
Shelved

Notice of By-law Passage Served on 
Property Owners, Ontario Heritage Trust, 

and Made Public

Public Notification and Meeting to 
Consider HCD Plan and designation By-

law

No

Public Consultation

Matter Appealed to Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal

Yes

District Designated: By-law in effect. HCD 
Plan and Guidelines Adopted

No

Yes



Galt Heritage Conservation District Study: Scope
• Research: Historical information and policy review

• Engagement: Public, property owners, Municipal Heritage Committee, and stakeholders 

• Survey: Buildings, streets, and landscape features

• Analysis: Existing character of study as it relates to significant themes

• Heritage Evaluation: Does it merit designation as a heritage conservation district?

• Boundary Recommendation: Where is the strongest, most cohesive collection of 
heritage resources that tell Galt’s important stories and that provide it with its 
contemporary, valued character?

• Statement of Significance: Define cultural heritage value and related features

• Recommend: Objectives for future potential heritage conservation district plan



• Public Information Centre #1 
(February 8, 2021)

• Online Survey
(February 9 to March 2, 2021)

• Property Owners Workshops 
(March 10, 2021)

• Community Update Sessions 
(April 14 and 20, 2021)

• Public Information Centre #2 
(June 10, 2021)

Public Consultation and 
Engagement

The darker 
the shade of 
green reflects 
the areas that 
people have 
identified as 
reflecting 
Galt’s 
historical 
character 



“Strikingly Picturesque and Pleasing”

Grand River Valley and Town Site

• One of the most important regional features in terms of 
precontact and early Euro-Canadian land use patterns. 

• Water was crucial for subsistence, transportation, and industrial 
power.

• Basin-shaped landscape at the convergence of the Grand River 
and Mill Creek as ideal for town site

Rough sketch of Shade’s Mills in the year 1820, 
(City of Cambridge Archives)

Aerial view of Downtown Galt, 1967

- James Young, 1880 Reminiscences of the early history of Galt and the settlement of Dumfries in the Province of Ontario 



Looking west from Historic City Hall tower, 1947 (City of 
Cambridge)

Topography and Ridge of the 
River Valley

• Contributed to Galt’s 
distinctive development 
pattern on both sides of 
the Grand River. 

• Has continually been 
visually defined by a 
heavy trees canopy on 
both the east and west 
sides.

“Strikingly Picturesque and Pleasing”
- James Young, 1880 Reminiscences of the early history of Galt and the settlement of Dumfries in the Province of Ontario 



Town Plan and Architecture

• Town’s downtown street layout provides multiple access 
points to Grand River and many scenic views of opposite 
bluff

• Bridges across Grand River provide scenic views and many 
streets noted for scenic quality

• Public open spaces, some of which date back to the 1830s, 
contribute to the downtown’s aesthetic quality. They are 
sites of community gatherings, ceremonies, recreation, 
relaxation, and commerce 

• Many buildings display unique Scottish masonry 
techniques, high craftsmanship, and colour matching 
associated with local granite

Historic City Hall (A.S.I. 2021) Landreth Cottage (A.S.I. 2021)

Grand River and Main Street Bridge (A.S.I. 2021) Scenic view along Main Street (A.S.I. 
2021)

“Gladsome look about the array of chimney stacks and church 
spires” - Visitor to Galt in 1883 (The Galt Reporter, October 3, 1884)



Galt Becomes a Regional Hub

• Shade’s Mills/Galt an important regional hub
throughout the 19th and into the 20th century

• Dumfries Township’s most populated community -
a flourishing industrial base and a political, 
commercial, social, and cultural hub

• River, roadways, trains connecting to broader
surrounding area and Farmers’ Market as place of 
agricultural trade

• Last major public building constructed in 1934, Galt
Letter Carrier Depot, 33 Water Street North

Key Buildings, 1819-1838

“[A population of 7,200]… even that does not represent the 
importance of the town” - The Globe, 1893 (As cited in Dilse, 1981)



Industrial Land Use Patterns

• Industrial areas on both shores of Grand River and along 
railway corridor have left their mark on the shape and layout 
of downtown 

• Large complexes now have large parcels 

• Great Western Railway bed is now Wellington Street 
south of Main Street

• Streets/laneways formerly associated with industrial 
sites now provide views

• Conversions to commercial and residential use

Wellington Street, north of Bruce Street, 
on former railway corridor (A.S.I. 2021)

Former Galt Knitting Co. building, now 
residential (A.S.I. 2021)

“…The most important manufacturing town in Western Ontario”
- 1881 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of Waterloo

Former Railways



Commercial and civic land use patterns

• Commercial blocks in the central core remain 
consistent with 19th century land use in terms of 
their narrow, dense, lot patterning and 
streetwalls

• Civic infrastructure such as institutional and 
religious buildings as well as public squares 
shape downtown’s layout and character

Main Street looking west, 
1910 (Toronto Public Library)

Cambridge Farmers’ 
Market, c. 1910 
(Toronto Public 
Library)

“…The nineties saw Galt make great advances in civic as well as 
business affairs… Galt to be called the most cityfied town in 
Canada” - Picturesque and Industrial Galt, 1902



Evaluation Criteria

Evaluation of cultural 
heritage value of a 
prospective Heritage 
Conservation District (HCD) is 
guided by the Ontario 
Heritage Toolkit’s Heritage 
Conservation Districts: A 
Guide to District Designation 
Under the Ontario Heritage 
Act. 

✓ A concentration of heritage buildings, sites, structures; 

designed landscapes, natural landscapes that are linked 

by aesthetic, historical and socio-cultural contexts or 

use

✓ A framework of structured elements

✓ A sense of visual coherence

✓ A distinctiveness which enables districts to be 

recognized and distinguishable from their surroundings 

or from neighbouring areas



Evaluation Criteria
The study area’s properties, features, 
and streetscapes were surveyed to 
collect information that would allow 
us to assess the area’s character and 
evaluate the area’s potential cultural 
heritage values.

• Buildings

• Topography

• Architecture and architectural details

• Landmarks

• Landscapes and public open spaces

• Overall spatial pattern and site arrangements

• Circulation networks and pattern

• Vegetation patterns

• Views

Clockwise from top 
left: Farmers’ 
Market Building; 
Looking west along 
Dickson Street, from 
Wellington Street; 
Looking north along 
Ainslie Street, from 
Main Street; Houses 
along Warnock 
Street; Former 
industrial building on 
Water Street South; 
Commercial strip 
along north side of 
Main Street (A.S.I. 
2021)



Preliminary Statement of 
Significance Highlights

• A well-preserved collection of street layouts,
lotting patterns, buildings, streetscapes, views,
and landscape features

• Galt’s significant period of commercial, civic,
institutional, and industrial establishment, growth 
and solidification on the banks of the Grand River
began in 1816 with the selection of the Town site 
and continued to 1934 when the last major
public building was constructed in the downtown 
core

• The majority of buildings in the District date to
between 1850 and 1920

• Impressive collection and concentration of
nineteenth and early twentieth-century features 
nestled in the valley of the Grand River express 
design-related, aesthetic, scenic, contextual and 
community values



• Retains scenic and aesthetic values as a well-
preserved and unique historical downtown
that expresses the profound impact that 
major waterways and watersheds, such as the 
Grand River had on shaping nineteenth-
century settlement and early twentieth-
century development patterns and 
economies

Preliminary Statement of 
Significance Highlights



Preliminary Statement of 
Significance Highlights

• Galt’s initial town site simultaneously 
grew on both the east and west sides 
of the Grand River in the nineteenth 
century. As such, the river has 
functioned as a connector for over 
200 years and in doing so, imbues the 
District with unique scenic and 
aesthetic qualities.



• Essential to expressing foundational and 
significant aspects of Galt’s history as a 
thriving nineteenth-century town in 
Dumfries and later North Dumfries 
Township

Preliminary Statement of 
Significance Highlights



• Distinct design value due to its 
impressive and unique collection of 
stone buildings, many of which are 
attributed to the Scottish settlers who 
arrived in Galt in the nineteenth century 
and made use of the local granite and 
limestone stone

• Collection of buildings together function 
as a representative suite of vernacular 
expressions of architectural styles and 
building typologies that would have 
been pervasive in towns and villages in 
southwestern Ontario in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth century. 

• Several architect-designed buildings
Stone Building by Type of Stone (A.S.I. 2021)

Preliminary Statement of 
Significance Highlights



• Valued as: a landmark area within the City of Cambridge that has a distinct sense of place that is 
deeply rooted in its historical development and evolution and relationship with the Grand River; 
and as a node in the City of Cambridge that continues to function as a place of civic and social 
congregation within the municipality

Preliminary Statement of Significance Highlights



Preliminary 
Recommended 
Boundary

• Several options considered

• Boundary defined by the Grand 
River, Thorne Street, Wellington 
Street, Warnock Street 
recommended

• Additional area on west side of 
Grand River is recommended for 
potential inclusion pending further 
study and direction from City 
Council



Preliminary 
Recommended 
Boundary

• Core grouping of areas linked 
together through historical land use 
patterns, visual coherence, and a 
sense of distinctiveness:

• Civic Squares on Dickson Street

• Commercial Core

• Evolved Industrial Node

• Transitional Commercial-
Residential Edge



Preliminary 
Recommended 
Boundary
• Research, mapping, survey and 

consultation sessions all strongly 
emphasize that the story and shape 
of this study area, historically and 
presently, flows from the Grand River

• Contains the highest quality stone 
masonry construction utilized 
throughout the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century for commercial, 
civic, institutional and religious 
buildings 

• Expresses the nineteenth-century 
selection of the site as the centre of 
Dumfries Township by Dickson and 
Shade and the industrial beginnings 
of the community 



Thank You



Question and Answer Session

Why has the boundary changed from the 
study area boundary? 

Why does the recommended boundary 
exclude residential areas?

The river and milling are identified as 
important parts of the District’s history 

and why it is significant yet the 
boundary excludes Cambridge Mill, 

Park Hill Dam and the properties 
directly across on the west bank. This 
does not seem to reflect the results of 

archival research. Please explain.



Question and Answer Session

Why are properties on the west side of 
the Grand River recommended for 

potential inclusion when the Dickson 
Hill HCD is already in place? 

What happens to the Main Street HCD?

Will it become part of the new HCD? 

Is there an advantage to staying its own 
HCD or becoming part of a bigger one?



• Small groups to ensure all voices are heard

• Each group will have a facilitator and a recorder from the City or the consultant 
team

• There will be two topics for discussion:

• Does the boundary encompass all of the important places (buildings, open spaces, views) 
that are important to the identity of Downtown Galt? Is there anything missing? Are there 
parts of the proposed boundary that you think need to be enlarged or reduced?

• Should the Main Street HCD be consolidated into a new HCD? What do you think about
extending into portions of the Dickson Hill HCD?

• One community member is asked to report back to the plenary group following 
the breakout

Breakout Groups – Format and Intent




