
1864: The first skating rink in 
Galt was constructed east of Mill 
Street, measuring 200 feet by 70 
feet.
1876: A wooden curling and 
skating rink was built in Dickson 
Park. The skating rink measured 
136 feet by 40 feet.
1887: The Dickson Park facility 
was replaced by a skating rink 
built at Queen’s Square but with 
limited space for spectators. 

1920: The Galt Terriers Hockey Club, 
under coach Percy Lesueur, won the 
Ontario Hockey Association Intermediate 
Championship. The local press suggested 
at the time that the Terriers’ victory 
awakened community interest in providing 
a suitable facility for its hockey heroes.

1921: Architect Frederick Charles 
Bodley was selected to design the 
arena. Work on the foundation began 
October 14, even before the loan 
from the City had been approved. 
By the end of November, the steel 
framing was assembled and work 
began on the exterior walls and the 
seating.  

1922: Though incomplete, the arena 
officially opened January 20 for the hockey 
game between the Terriers and the Preston 
Intermediate club. The building was 
constructed of steel, concrete, stone and 
brick. Among the outstanding features of 
the approximately $95,000 building were 
the seats and lighting.  

1929: The arena was well received 
by Galtonians but soon proved 
anything but a resounding financial 
success with the operating company, 
Galt Arena Company Limited falling 
$54,000 behind in loan payments and 
taxes due to the City. On August 1, 
as primary mortgage holder, the City 
took control of the arena’s assets and 
immediately offered the arena for sale 
by tender but saw no bids received.

1934:  The Toronto 
Maple Leafs train at 
both the Galt Arena and 
Preston Arena.  Serving 
as team trainer is Col. 
Austin Hadfield, Great-
Grandfather of Canadian 
Astronaut Chris Hadfield, 
who at one point lived in 
Galt and Preston. 

1936: After a few other operators, the City 
took over direct management of the arena 
and named Albert E. Lamond to direct arena 
operations. 

1940: A roller-skating floor was installed 
at a cost of $3,706 and 300 pairs of roller 
skates were purchased for $1,199.04 from the 
Chicago Roller Skate Co. Council’s hope that the 
expenditure would result in increased revenues 
was quickly realized as local skaters flocked to 
what was called “one of the best” roller floors 
in Ontario.

1944: Property 
came close to 
being lost when 
fire broke out 
in the arena on 
December 3. 
1951: Council 
approved 
$78,000 for 
the first major 
renovations at 
the arena since 
the building 
was opened. 
Improvements 
included new 
refreshment 
booths just inside 
the Shade Street 
entrances and a 
new paint job.

1961: Infra-red electric heaters 
were installed to help keep patrons 
warm.
1966: When Dickson Centre opened 
on November 3, roller skating was 
moved to that facility and the Galt 
Arena began to maintain ice year-
round.

1969: New pipes were installed 
below the ice surface along with 
other improvements, including some 
to the arena boards.

1994: The historical significance of the 
arena was 
recognized in 
April, when 
the Galt Arena 
Gardens was 
designated 
as a Heritage 
structure by 
Cambridge 
council. 
1995: The 
designation 
was challenged 
but upheld in 
March following 
an Ontario 
Municipal 
Board hearing. 
Shortly after 
this decision, 
renovations 
initially set at $5 
million were approved. 

1997:The refurbished Galt Arena Gardens 
claimed the distinction of being the World’s Oldest 
Continually Operating Arena on November 23.
1998: In February, Council gave tentative approval 
to a plan from John Littlejohn and Rick Murphy of 
Mural Works to produce murals for the interior 
of the arena reflecting the sporting history of the 
community.
2000: The three murals – The Fans, The Definitive 
Gordie Howe and Kirk Maltby – were unveiled in a 
special ceremony on November 17.

2022: The Galt Arena 
celebrates its 100th anniversary.
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2010: Infrastructure was updated 
through the installation of a snowmelt 
pit, a refrigeration plant upgrade and 
steel put on the upper roof structure 
to help with energy savings.
2015: To help with longer ice 
seasons, an energy-efficient 
dehumidification system was installed 
to better control the air quality and 
temperature. At this time the buildings 
envelope was closed to help with hot and extreme cold 
temperature that would affect conditions of the ice surface.
2019: Three HVAC rooftop units were replaced with high-
efficiency units. The score clock was upgraded to an LED 
lighting system and new boards were installed. 

2020: As offered through the Ontario 
government, the Save on Energy project 

supported two HVAC units installed inside 
the arena that controlled the front lobby 
and Alumni hall. All of the lighting was 
changed to LED with motion sensors, 
including over the ice surface. Low 

flow water taps and showers were also 
installed.
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