DISCOVERY
WALKS & RIDES
D I S C O V E R C A M B R I D G E T H I S
S U M M E R B Y F O O T O R B I K E !

T HI S

S E RI E S I S B ROUGHT T O Y OU B Y CCT AC: CAMBRI DGE
CY CL I NG AND T RAI L S ADVI S ORY COMMI T T E E .

C C T A C ME MB E RS WI L L B E S HA RI NG S OME OF T HE I R
F A V OURI T E ROUT E S A ROUND T HE C I T Y F OR Y OU T O
DI S C OV E R A ND T RY ON Y OUR OWN.

STEPHANIE'S WALK BACK IN TIME
DISCOVER GALT'S PAST

Age: GenXer

Hi! I’m Stephanie. I live in Hespeler and I’m a

Athletic Ability: I run marathons

member of the Cambridge Cycling and Trails

Time Commitment: 1 hour

Advisory Committee. When I'm not chairing a

Total Distance: 2.75km

CCTAC meeting, I am also a History professor. I

Time of day: Anytime!

specialize in Canadian history and inspiring my

Best for Ages: Anyone who loves History

undergraduate students to learn more about our

Facilities: Mostly sidewalk and the Living

nation's past and the everyday people who shaped

Levee Trail

it. I love all the trails in Cambridge and have
explored them while hiking, biking, and running.

THE ROUTE: 2.75KM

Start/end: 70 Water St. N. parking lot

We start our walk with an acknowledgement that our path takes us
along the Haldimand Tract, land that was granted to the
Haudenosaunee of the Six Nations of the Grand River, and are within
the territory of the Neutral, Anishinaabe, and Haudenosaunee
peoples. The lands of the Haldimand Tract were granted to the Six
Nations by the British on October 25, 1784 for their loyalty during the
American Revolution and to compensate them for the nearly 4
million acres lost in Upper New York State when they relocated to
what was then British North America. As you can see from the map,
the Haldimand Tract runs along the Grand River, from its source in
the Dundalk Highlands all the way to Port Maitland, along the shore
of Lake Erie, and is 10km wide along each side of the Grand River.
These lands were supposed to be in possession of the Six Nations
“forever” but by 1841 the lands were reduced from approximately
950,000 acres to 46,000 acres. Local histories, as this blog post notes,
are “vague as to why and how this happened.”
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Active History

Cambridge was founded in 1973 with the amalgamation of Galt, Preston, and Hespeler. Historic Galt,
where you are now standing, was founded in 1816 by William Dickson, a Scottish immigrant, who
“purchased” the land and his agent Absalom Shade, a carpenter from Buffalo. They liked this location
because the waters where Mill Creek flows into the Grand River could be harnessed to provide the power
required for the mills, including Shade’s Mills, that were needed for any new settlement at this time in
history. Water mills supplied the much-needed hydropower needed for the production of flour, lumber,
paper, textiles and metal products. Fun fact #1: Dickson was taken prisoner by the Americans at Niagara
during the War of 1812. Fun fact #2: he fatally wounded a fellow lawyer in a duel.
As you encounter some of the very special historic buildings on the walk along the Living Levee Trail, be
sure to note the charming stone architecture. This is due to a good supply of building stone, a large
amount of limestone to make mortar, and the presence of experienced masons and stone cutters from
Scotland who had settled in the area by the early 1800s. You can see this in the fine granite and limestone
factory blocks that still survive, along with a number of single-story stone cottages with a centre hall plan
and a hipped roof. By the 1830s the Scottish and other settlers helped to create such a thriving
community that Galt was nicknamed “The Manchester of Canada”. It was the largest urban town until the
early 20th century when Berlin, now Kitchener, surpassed it.
Have a stop at Morris Lutz House (ca. 1850) at 60 Water St. N. Lutz was the first mayor of Galt. Note the
simple dignity of this house. It is characterized as a limestone, rubblestone, vernacular Georgian house,
and is one of the last examples of the primitive stone building period in Galt.

.Continue along the Living Levee Trail to the Mill
Race Park (1978). It was created in 1978 from the
ruins of the Turnbull Woolen Mill. These ruins
now add a lovely ambiance for residents looking
to hold weddings and other events here.

Walk westward on Parkhill Road to the middle of the bridge. From the north side of the bridge you can see
the Park Hill Dam (ca. 1837), which was constructed to use the power of the river at the nearby Dickson Mill
(now the Cambridge Mill restaurant) and the Turnbull Woolen Mill.
While on the bridge, look north and south and marvel at the beautiful Grand River. Imagine the centuries of
tales it could tell! Did you know that the Grand River celebrated its 20th anniversary as a Canadian Heritage
River in 2014? It was central to the Six Nations of the Grand River and the Haudenosaunee culture long
before the European settlers began arriving here. Continue across the bridge and turn left on Grand Ave.
North.
One of the first houses of historical significance on this street is Davidson House (ca. 1849) at 63 Grand Ave.
North. John Davidson came to Galt in 1840 and was a very busy man! He took on many roles in Galt,
including reeve, mayor, postmaster, president of Gore Mutual Insurance Company and captain of a local
militia. This house is notable for its grand style with the French windows, decorated cornice under the eaves
and cut stone around the upper parts of the windows.

At 57 Grand Ave. North you will find Pierson House (ca.
1851), owned first by John Pierson, a tanner. It is a
Georgian-style house. The Georgian style is named for
the reign of the British kings of the House of Hanover
between 1720 and 1820. It features brick in red, tan
and white colours, with a very uniform look and a
classical style.

Its neighbour across the street at 58 Grand
Ave. North, Alfred Taylor House (1879) is an
example of the Italianate style in a yellow
brick that you will find all over southern
Ontario. The Italianate style was developed
in Britain in the early 1800s. The three
typical features are bracketed cornices,
towers based on an Italian style, and arched
windows! See how many of these features
are now part of “modern” suburban
developments.

Next up is Quarry House (ca. 1851) at 54 Grand Ave.
This is an example of an “Ontario Cottage” which
means it is built of stone, wood, brick, and stucco.
You will see that it is only 1 ½ stories. That’s because
in the 19th century a home owner was taxed
according to the number of storeys the house had.

Turn left along Blair Road.

At 12 Blair Road you will find the lovely Trinity Anglican Church. Built in 1844 it is the oldest stone church in
Waterloo Region. It was built from donations from the Dickson and Shade families. Turn Right on Melville St
and note the tranquil Trinity Church Square as you make your way towards Queen’s Square.
On your left, at 7 Queen’s Square, is Central Presbyterian Church (ca. 1880) which stands overlooking the
west bank of the Grand River. The architects of this church blended Gothic and Romanesque forms to
create a High Victorian Gothic Church. Its 56-metre spire contains 10 bells, rung weekly. Inside you will find
an amazing 1928 Casavant organ and stained glass from the 19th and 20th centuries (when local restrictions
are lifted). And it's also undergoing a facelift!
Before you cross the street have a look at the Main Street Bridge. It dates to the early days of Galt, to 1819,
when the first bridge was constructed. Note that I said ‘first’; the bridge has been damaged and destroyed
many times due to the power of the Grand River! Its last reconstruction was in 1931.
Cross over to the south side of the street and be sure to grab a coffee and a muffin at the Grand Café which
is in the historic Hume’s Block (ca. 1856). This is the last remaining building original to Queen’s Square! The
building has housed small businesses ever since its creation.

Before you continue on your way back along Melville St.,
have a wander around Queen’s Square. This beautiful part
of the Galt core features so many important elements
such as the two-sided “Peace” and “Victory” war memorial
by sculptor Frances Loring, upon which the names of
those local men whose sacrifices made peace possible are
inscribed. Nearby you will find a statue known as the
Wren’s Monument, dedicated to the women who trained
here during the Second World War as members of the
Women’s Royal Canadian Naval Service at the training
centre in Galt. The centre provided the initial training for
the women and from there the Wren’s went to other
centres across Canada. After, check out the cannon placed
by the fountain. This Russian relic of the Crimean War
(1853-56) was once fired at Dickson Hill in celebration of
Victoria Day but there was an accident. It was never fired
again and now finds its final resting place where you see it
today.
If you missed your chance to grab a coffee and something
to eat at the Grand Café, no worries! Head over to the
Melville Café in the University of Waterloo School of
Architecture building, which was formerly the Riverside
Silk Factory (ca. 1919). It remained in commercial use until
2000.

As you cross Melville St. note the impressive Knox
Presbyterian Church (ca. 1860). This church is the
older of the two churches that anchor Queen’s
Square. The bell in the tower was brought from
Scotland in the 1830s.

Turn left on Grand Ave. South to Ferguson Cottage (ca. 1845) at 37 Grand Ave. South. This home was
owned by a blacksmith named William Ferguson and is a typical example of a Scottish one-story
cottage. Remember at Quarry House at 54 Grand Ave where I mentioned taxes? Well, this one storey
house was taxed at a lower rate but the attic could still provide storage. The materials used to build this
house were found in the immediate area and like the Quarry House is a style found all over
southwestern Ontario. Today Ferguson Cottage is used for all sorts of community events (when it is safe
to gather again).

As you make your way down Grand Ave. South, on your left you will see the Gaslight District development,
a project by HIP Developments, which will feature two 20-storey residential towers, commercial space, a
large cobblestone public square, and a large event hall. This redevelopment project comprises the former
Southworks Antique Mall and more importantly for you local historians, the Goldie and McCulloch’s
Pattern Works. In 1859 John Goldie and Hugh McCulloch purchased the Dumfries foundry and turned it
into the country’s leading boiler maker and the largest foundry in Ontario. Over time the product line was
diversified to include steam engines, safes and vaults, to name a few. In 1923 the company amalgamated
with Babcock & Wilcox, still employing Cambridge citizens to this day.

Before you get to Cedar St., turn left toward the river and follow the Living
Levee Trail towards the Craig’s Crossing bridge. Cross the bridge and take
some time to appreciate the view of the city and the Grand River. At the
end of the bridge follow the stairs down to Water St. S. and turn right.

Walk to 84 Water St. S., where you will encounter
Landreth Cottage (ca. 1858). Landreth Cottage was
built in 1858 by George Landreth for his son.
Landreth was a miller – a person who worked in a
grain mill. The home still has the original doorway
and limestone chimneys. This home is a great
example of a mid-19th century Georgian vernacular
stone cottage – symmetrical façade, two limestone
chimneys, and a deep landscaped front lawn. This
home was also occupied at one point by Alexander
Burnett, who was a prominent reformer in the 1837
Upper Canada Rebellion led by William Lyon
Mackenzie, the grandfather of Prime Minister
William Lyon Mackenzie King.

Turn around and head back on Water St. towards
downtown Galt. Eventually, on your left you will see
the First Delta Baptist Church (now the Cambridge
Arts Theatre). It was built in 1886 and is known for
holding services for both Black and white Baptists. In
1850 a small Black congregation first held services at a
small church at what is now the corner of Ainslie St.
and Park Hill Drive. They were led by Pastor Judge
Thomson, who was also a part-time barber. By 1876
the first officially organized Baptist Church was
established in Galt and you stand before that site.
Fun fact: did you know Galt was once very flood
prone? Learn about the 1954 and 1974 floods here and
here.

Don’t go too far too fast, or you will miss
Warnock Street! Only one block long, this street
was the original main street of Shade’s Mills, the
founding community of Galt. The houses were
built to the street edge, quite a contrast from
the rest of Galt, where homes are well set back
from the street. This was because the closer the
house was to the street, the less land, which
meant lower taxes to pay! The yellow brick
houses were likely built in the 1870s and 1880s
as housing for the workers of the nearby mills.

Continue on Water Street towards the downtown and
stop at the Old Post Office, now The Idea Exchange. It
has been beautifully redeveloped, and if you haven’t
been inside yet, be sure to pop in for a visit once it is
safe to do so per public health guidelines. There are
some beautiful architectural features inside, including
a magnificent staircase. The post office was
commissioned by the Federal government in 1885. It
was designed by Thomas Fuller, the Chief Dominion
Architect for the Government of Canada. In fact, he
designed the Centre Block of Canada’s Parliament
Buildings which were in 1916, destroyed by fire. But if
you have ever wandered around Parliament Hill you
would have seen some of his work: the Library of
Parliament, Langevin Block, etc. But lucky for you that
you live in Cambridge and you have the benefit of this
remarkable building you see before you. No other
building in Galt displays such a range of textural
enrichment or such a variety of ornamental detail in
stone. It is truly a work of art!

Our last stop is the Carnegie Library (ca. 1905) at 34 Water St. North. Did you know that in the mid-19th
century the library was actually located in people’s homes? But between 1883 and 1929, some 2509 free
public libraries were built across Canada and the United States and around the world thanks to the
Scottish-American industrialist, Andrew Carnegie. There are a total of 125 Carnegie libraries in Canada, 111 of
which are in Ontario, including the library in Hespeler, ON, He donated $2.5 million total to library
construction in Ontario and of that Carnegie donated $23,000 towards the construction of this Beaux-Arts
style building. Carnegie had a passion for free education. He made his fortune in steel and subscribed to the
“Gospel of Wealth”, with the idea that the rich use their wealth to improve society. This is not to say that
Carnegie was a saint; indeed he has some controversies to his name, but he was an interesting individual
and his legacy is in libraries all over the world, along with the gift of reading and knowledge to countless
millions.
I hope you enjoyed this walk through history! If you did this walk on a Saturday morning, why not head
over to the Cambridge Farmer’s Market, which has been in operation since 1830. Today’s walk took in part
of the Living Levee Trail. I invite you to discover the many other great trails in Cambridge, many of which
travel along the historic Speed and Grand Rivers. The scenery is unforgettable!
Additional Resources: Old-Galt-Historical-Walking-Tour-brochure.
Don't feel like going out? Experience an historic Galt walking tour from the comfort of your home: Idea
Exchange Tour with Dan Schmaltz

Have you tried this route or have a route of your own to share?
Join the Facebook group at Cambridge Ontario Trail - CTAC and share some of your favorite walks and rides
in the City of Cambridge!
SHARE YOUR DISCOVERY WALK/RIDE WITH US!
#HikeItBikeItLikeIt

