
Beverly Street
Class Environmental 

Assessment (EA) 

Study

Welcome to the Community Café and Public 

Consultation Centre (PCC) meeting for the 

City of Cambridge’s Beverly Street (Dundas 

Street North to Elgin Street North) Class 

Environmental Assessment. 

Please sign in and obtain a comment sheet.

1



Introduction
The City of Cambridge has initiated this Class Environmental Assessment

(EA) for the planning of active transportation facilities on Beverly Street from

Dundas Street North to Elgin Street North. This Study will complete all

phases of the Municipal Class EA by establishing the need and justification

for the project, considering all alternatives and proactively involving the public

in defining a Recommended Plan for improvements.

The guiding principles of the Environmental Assessment include:

 Consider all reasonable alternatives;

 Provide a comprehensive assessment of the environment;

 Utilize a systematic and traceable evaluation of net effects;

 Provide opportunities to receive input from the public; and

 Provide clear and concise documentation of the decision-making process

and public consultation program.

A draft Study Design describing the study process has been prepared for

agency and public review. It is available at the Resource Table and has been

posted on the City’s website for public review.
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Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment 
(EA) Process
This Class Environmental Assessment will follow the requirements of the

Schedule B Municipal Class EA (amended 2015) a copy of which is available

at the Resource Table.

If after viewing the exhibits and otherwise participating in this project, and at

the conclusion of the process you still have concerns, you have the right to

appeal the project through a Part II Order (or “bump-up”) to the Minister of the

Environment and Climate Change.
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Study process is here (PCC)



Beverly Street is a 2-lane north-south arterial road providing access to residential

and commercial properties and the wider transportation network. Beverly Street

is constrained by the single-lane CP Rail subway (approximately at mileage

56.57 of the CP Galt Subdivision). There is an existing sidewalk on the east side

of Beverly Street from Dundas Street North to approximately 50 m south of the

railway structure. There are no active transportation facilities beyond this section.

This study will define a roadway improvement plan that will respect the built-up

area along the Beverly Street corridor and its existing constraints. The study

objective is to establish a safe means for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists to

travel along the Beverly Street corridor.

Background
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Study Area Issues
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Issues in the study area include:

 Roadway capacity (street narrowing)

 Safety (historical occurrences of collisions) 

 Pedestrian and cyclist safety (no sidewalk or cycling facility provided through 

majority of the Study Area)

 Commercial entrance design standards

 Transit service and bus stops

 Substandard 4.1 m vertical clearance at railway structure

 Redevelopment/intensification of the corridor

 Investigation of existing commercial properties and the impact and control of 

any hazardous or toxic materials used in their operations

 Potential impacts to residential and commercial properties

 Narrow Road width at CP Rail Subway



Preliminary Assessment of 

Alternative Planning 

Solutions
The evaluation of alternatives is completed in a two-step process. The initial step

is to consider alternative planning solutions. For this study, the alternative

planning solutions are:

Do Nothing - This alternative must be considered, as mandated by the Class EA.

It represents a baseline from which other approaches can be compared.

Limiting Development - This strategy would be an approach that would limit any

new residential, commercial or industrial development and therefore reduce the

generation of new vehicle trips.

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) - This alternative encourages

more active modes of transportation to be used (walking and cycling), but does

not provide additional active transportation as there are currently limited active

transportation facilities available along Beverly Street.

Providing New or Improved Transportation Infrastructure is recommended to

be carried forward to accommodate all road users. This solution is consistent with

City’s objective to accommodate all modes of transportation for all road users.
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Preliminary Assessment of 

Alternative Planning Solutions
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Alternative 1: Do 

Nothing

Alternative 2:

Transportation 

Demand 

Management

Alternative 3: Limit 

Development

Alternative 4: 

Provide New or 

Improved 

Infrastructure

Transportation Does not provide 

safe modes of 

transportation for 

road users or 

support the 

objectives of the 

Bicycle Network 

Master Plan to 

improve 

connectivity in the 

City.



Reduces vehicular 

demand and 

encourages active 

modes of 

transportation. Does 

not provide safe 

modes of 

transportation for 

pedestrians or 

cyclists (no existing 

sidewalks, bike 

lanes or MUTs).



Does not align with 

the land use plan 

described in the 

City’s Official Plan 

or the Growth and 

Intensification 

Study.



Improves safety and 

delays for vehicular 

and active modes of 

transportation. 

Accommodates 

potential for 

increased pedestrian 

and cyclist activity 

resulting from 

intensification of 

the study area and 

planned transit 

services adjacent to 

Beverly Street.



Natural 

Environment

No environmental 

effects.



Potential for 

increase in active 

transportation and 

reduced fuel 

consumption and 

emissions from 

motorized vehicles.



No environmental 

effects.



Minor environmental 

effects – will require 

removal of some 

shrubs/trees 

adjacent to the 

recommended 

improvements. Most 

construction will 

occur on previously 

disturbed lands.

-

Social 

Environment

Does not improve 

connectivity for 

cyclists/pedestrians.



Encourages active 

modes of 

transportation which 

benefits the health 

and wellness of the 

community.



Limits of 

opportunities for 

growth and 

development.



Provides improved 

connectivity and 

access to local 

businesses/work 

places for 

pedestrians/cyclists.





Preliminary Assessment of 

Alternative Planning Solutions
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Alternative 1: Do 

Nothing

Alternative 2:

Transportation 

Demand 

Management

Alternative 3: Limit 

Development

Alternative 4: 

Provide New or 

Improved 

Infrastructure

Cost No cost.



Low cost.



Low cost. 



Moderate Cost.

-

Recommendation 

Do not carry 

forward. 

This alternative 

has no cost or 

impact to the 

natural 

environment, but 

it does not address 

the primary 

objective of the 

study to improve 

safety for active 

transportation 

users through the 

study area.

-

Carried forward as a 

complementary 

solution.

This alternative 

encourages active 

modes of 

transportation; 

however it does not 

provide a solution 

to improve the 

infrastructure for 

active 

transportation 

users. Alternatives 

are required to 

provide facilities for 

pedestrians and 

cyclists so that they 

can safely use the 

Beverly Street 

corridor.



Do not carry 

forward.

Limiting 

development does 

not align with the 

City of Cambridge’s 

Official Plan or the 

Growth and 

Intensification 

Study. Additionally, 

it does not address 

the existing safety 

concerns related to 

pedestrian/cyclist 

safety and the 

courtesy operation 

of the CP rail 

subway.



Carry forward as the 

Recommended 

Planning Solution.

Providing new or 

improved 

infrastructure 

addresses the need 

for providing active 

transportation 

through the entire 

corridor section of 

Beverly Street. This 

alternative will 

have moderate cost 

and environmental 

impacts, but will 

improve safety and 

operations for all 

users of the road 

corridor.



Preliminary Design 

Alternatives
Preliminary design alternatives were developed using a combination of the following 

groups of alternatives:

 Alignment Alternatives

 Active Transportation Alternatives

 Intersection Improvement Alternatives

The figure below illustrates the combinations of alternatives that will be evaluated to 

select the Technically Preferred Plan. The groups of alternatives are illustrated on the 

following exhibits:

Alignment 
Alternatives

Intersection Alternatives 
(Beverly/Samuelson/Kimberly)

Alternative 1:

Do Nothing

+

Alignment 2: Elgin 
Street



Active 
Transportation 
Alternatives

Alternative 1: New 
Multi-use trail under 

railway

Alternative 2:
Turn restrictions

Alternative 3:

Roundabout

Alternative 4: 

Removal of channelized 
westbound lane

+

Alignment 1: 
Beverly Street



Alternative 2: Traffic 
Control to provide 
pedestrian phase

Alternative 3: 
Replace existing 

structure with 3 span 
bridge

Alternative 4: Close 
Beverly Street at rail 

structure to 
motorized vehicles

Alternative 5: Sign 
all pedestrians to 

Elgin Street

Alternative 5: 

Removal of channelized 
westbound lane and a median
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Alignment alternatives were developed to determine the location of active 

transportation facilities connecting Beverly Street to Samuelson Street. 

Alignment Alternatives
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Legend
Alignment 1
Alignment 2



Active Transportation Alternatives
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A preliminary list of alternatives for the provision of active transportation facilities 

includes:

Alternative 1: New multi-use trail under the railway. This alternative will consider 3 

pedestrian structure alternatives and 4 cross-section alternatives (see following 

exhibit). The pedestrian structure alternatives include:

• Box culvert (jack and slide installation) 

• CSP pipe (match the Elgin Street structure) 

• 6-sided culvert (increased personal safety and security)



Active Transportation Alternatives
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A preliminary list of alternatives for the provision of active transportation facilities 

includes:

Alternative 2: Traffic control to provide a single traffic lane at the CP subway with 

alternating traffic flow and addition of a sidewalk on the east side of Beverly Street.

Alternative 3: Replace the existing rail structure with a new bridge.

Alternative 4: Close Beverly Street at the CP Rail subway to vehicular traffic.

Alternative 5: Sign all pedestrians to Elgin Street.



Intersection Alternatives
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Intersection improvements will consider:

• Do nothing

• Turn restrictions for the Beverly Street/Samuelson Street/Kimberly Road 

intersection

• Roundabout at the Beverly Street/Samuelson Street intersection 

• Removal of the channelized westbound lane from Beverly Street to Samuelson 

Street 

• Removal of the channelized westbound lane from Beverly Street to Samuelson 

Street and addition of a median to limit Samuelson Street to right-in/right-out



Next Steps

Following this meeting we will:

 Review all comments – April 2018

 Complete environmental inventories – Spring/Summer 2018

 Hold the 2nd Public Consultation Centre - June 2018

 File the Project File – Summer/Fall 2018

How can you remain involved in the Study?

 Request that your name/e-mail be added to the mailing list

 Provide a completed comment sheet

 Contact the City’s representative or the consultant at any time

Any of our representatives that are present can assist you with the above 

activities.

Thank you for your participation in tonight’s meeting.  

Your input into this study is valuable and appreciated. 

Please provide your completed comment form on or before 

Wednesday May 2, 2018. 

Personal Information contained on the comment form is collected pursuant to

the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and will

be used for the purpose of responding to your request. Questions about this

collection should be directed to the Freedom of Information and Privacy Co-

ordinator at the City of Cambridge at 519-740-4680 extension 4583.

14


