Beverly Street
Class Environmental
Assessment (EA)
Study
Welcome to the second Public Consultation
Centre (PCC) for the

Beverly Street (Dundas Street North to Elgin
Street North) Class Environmental
Assessment.
Please sign in and obtain a comment sheet .
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Introduction
The City of Cambridge has initiated this Class Environmental Assessment (EA)
for the planning of active transportation facilities on Beverly Street from Dundas
Street North to Elgin Street North. This Study will complete all phases of the
Municipal Class EA by establishing the need and justification for the project,
considering all alternatives and proactively involving the public in defining a
Recommended Plan for improvements.
The guiding principles of the Environmental
Assessment include:
Consider all reasonable alternatives;
Provide a comprehensive assessment of
the environment;
Utilize a systematic and traceable
evaluation of net effects;
Provide opportunities to receive input from
the public; and
Provide clear and concise documentation of
the decision-making process and public
consultation program.
A Study Design describing the study process
has been prepared for agency and public
review. It is available at the Resource Table and
review.
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Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment
(Class EA) Process
.

This Class Environmental Assessment will follow the requirements of the
Municipal Class EA (amended 2015) and Companion Guide (2017), copies of
which are available on the Resource Table. The Class EA study will follow
the requirements of the Schedule B Municipal Class EA, and will culminate in
the delivery of a Project File which is a detailed compilation of all data and
reports produced for the project.

Study process is here (PCC)

If after viewing the exhibits and otherwise participating in this project, and at
the conclusion of the process you still have concerns, you have the right to
appeal the project through a Part II Order (or

-

to the Minister of the

Environment and Climate Change (MOECC).
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Background
Beverly Street is a 2-lane north-south arterial road providing access to residential
and commercial properties and the wider transportation network. Beverly Street
is constrained by the single-lane CP Rail subway (approximately at mileage
56.57 of the CP Galt Subdivision). There is an existing sidewalk on the east side
of Beverly Street from Dundas Street North to approximately 50 m south of the
railway structure. There are no active transportation facilities beyond this section.

This study will define a roadway improvement plan that will respect the built-up
area along the Beverly Street corridor and its existing constraints. The study
objective is to establish a safe means for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists to
travel along the Beverly Street corridor.
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Public Consultation Centre
No. 1 and Community Café
A Public Consultation Centre and Community Café was held on April 18, 2018 to
solicit input from the public and stakeholders.
Key issues identified by the public included:
Concerns regarding the implementation of traffic signals and increased
queues/delays
Preference for pedestrians and cyclists to be accommodated on a shared
facility separate from the subway
Opposition to creating a path from Beverly Street to Elgin Street due to safety
concerns and loitering in the area
Preference for a roundabout at the Beverly Street and Samuelson Street
intersection
Support for sidewalks on both sides of Beverly Street
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Environmental Inventories
Natural Environment
A site reconnaissance of the study area was undertaken in spring 2018. The field
review identified that there are no occurrences of
in the fully
urbanized corridor. There are several neglected and undisturbed locations
adjacent to the corridor that have a vegetation cover of weedy grasses and large
shrubs.

Cultural Heritage
The Beverly Street grade separated rail crossing at approximately mileage 56.57
of the CP Galt Subdivision has potential for Cultural Heritage Value or Interest
(not designated).
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Traffic Demand
Beverly Street carries an average of approximately 12,000 vehicles/day, north of
Dundas Street. Traffic volumes are at the limit for use of a Yield to Oncoming
Traffic Sign (OTM Book 5). Conflicting traffic movements at the CP Rail Subway
can be controlled by:
o

Installing traffic signals to control alternating traffic flow, or

o

Restricting traffic on Beverly Street to one-way

Collision History
Below is data on the 5-year collision history along Beverly Street North:
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Collision History
Beverly Street between Dundas Street North and Samuelson Street
This segment is approximately half a kilometer long and 4 of every 10 collisions
occur at the railway structure
Sideswipe and approaching (head-on) make-up over 50% of the collisions

Collision Severity

Collision Location

Non-Reportable
5%
Non-Fatal Injury
15%

At Railway
Underpass
41%

Property
Damage Only
80%

Nonintersection
48%

Single
Motor
Vehicle &
Fixed
Object
11%
Turning
Movemen
t
4%

Impact Type
Other Approachi
4%
ng
7%

Rear-end
30%

Sideswipe
44%

At/Near Private
Drive
11%

Beverly Street and Samuelson Street Intersection
This intersection has an average of 2 collisions/year
Collision Severity

Impact Type

Non-Fatal Injury
11% (1 crash)
Turning
Movement
23%
Property Damage Only
89%

Sideswipe
19%

Angle
19%

Rear-End
39%
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Preliminary Design Alternatives
Preliminary design alternatives were developed using a combination of the following
groups of alternatives:
Alignment Alternatives
Active Transportation Alternatives
Intersection Improvement Alternatives
The figure below illustrates the combinations of alternatives that were evaluated to
select the Technically Preferred Plan. The groups of alternatives are illustrated on the
following exhibits:
Alignment
Alternatives
Alignment 1:
Beverly Street

Alignment 2: Elgin
Street

+

Intersection Alternatives
(Beverly/Samuelson/Kimberly)
Alternative 1A:
Tee Intersection
Alternative 1B:
Tee Intersection with Tapered
Right Turn
Alternative 2:
Tee Intersection with Median
Alternative 3:
Roundabout at the Beverly
Street/Samuelson Street
Intersection

+

Active Transportation
Alternatives
Alternative 1: Close Beverly
Street subway to vehicular
traffic
Alternative 2: Sign all
pedestrians to Elgin Street
Alternative 3: Traffic
Control to provide a single
traffic lane and a sidewalk
on the east side
Alternative 4A, 4B, 4C:
MUP Cross Section
Alternative 5: Convert Elgin
Street back to a vehicular
bridge and create a 1-way
couplet
Alternative 6: Construct a
single lane bridge behind
the abutment
Alternative 7: Replace the
existing rail structure with a
new wider bridge
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Active Transportation Alternatives
The preliminary Active Transportation Alternatives are summarized below, and
illustrated on the following exhibits:
Alternative 0: Do Nothing
Alternative 1: Close Beverly Street subway to vehicular traffic
Alternative 2: Sign all pedestrians to Elgin Street
Alternative 3: Traffic control to provide a single traffic lane and a sidewalk on the
east side of Beverly Street (using existing subway structure)
Alternative 4A: 5.94 m general purpose lane and 4.0 m MUP east of existing
structure
Alternative 4B: 5.94 m shared lane and 3.0 m sidewalk east of existing structure
Alternative 4C: 1.94 m sidewalk, 4.0 m general purpose lane and 4.0 m MUP east of
existing structure
Alternative 5: Convert Elgin Street to a vehicular bridge and create 1-way couplet
Alternative 6: Construct a single-lane bridge behind the abutment
Alternative 7: Replace the existing rail structure with a new wider bridge
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Technically Preferred Alternative
The Evaluation identified Technically Preferred Alternatives for phased
implementation in the near-term and long-term horizons on Beverly Street. These
phased improvements are described as the Technically Preferred Alternatives on
the following exhibits.
Phase 1

Near-Term Improvements

Phase 1 of the Technically Preferred Plan is a signalized 4.0 m general purpose
vehicular lane (shared use with cyclists) with a 1.94 m sidewalk connecting the
existing sidewalk on the east side of the corridor and installation of traffic signals
at the subway.
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Technically Preferred Alternative
Phase 2

Near-Term Improvements

Phase 2 of the Technically Preferred Plan is a 5.94 m general purpose lane and
4.0 m multi-use path (MUP) behind the existing south abutment; installation of
traffic signals at the subway; and removal of the channelized westbound lane
from Beverly Street to Samuelson Street with a westbound right turn taper.

Phase 3

Long-Term Improvements

Phase 3 of the Technically Preferred Plan is construction of a single lane bridge
east of the east structure abutment to allow 2-way flow and accommodate space
for all modes. This future phase would require additional analysis and review in a
Schedule C Class EA (based on scope and magnitude of cost).
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Next Steps
Following this meeting we will:
File the Project File
Report to Council

Fall/Winter 2018
Summer 2018

How can you remain involved in the Study?
Request that your name/e-mail be added to the mailing list
Provide a completed comment sheet
Contact the

or the consultant at any time

Any of our representatives that are present can assist you with the above
activities.

Thank
Your input into this study is valuable and appreciated.
Please provide your completed comment form on or before
Wednesday July 11, 2018.

Personal Information contained on the comment form is collected pursuant to
the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and will
be used for the purpose of responding to your request. Questions about this
collection should be directed to the Freedom of Information and Privacy
Coordinator at the City of Cambridge at 519-740-4680 extension 4583.
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