
Demolition Credits 
A City credit may be available for the redevelopment of a demolished building or structure, 
provided that a building permit for the redevelopment of the land was issued within fve 
years of the issuance of the demolition permit for residential uses and ten years for non-
residential uses. 

Statement of the Treasurer 
As required by the Development Charges Act, 1997, the Treasurer for the City of Cambridge  
must prepare an annual fnancial statement reporting on the status and transactions relating 
to the development charge reserve funds for the previous year. 

Contact Information 
The information in this pamphlet is intended only as a guide. Applicants should review 
the approved DC By-laws, DC Act and consult with the Planning Department to determine 
the applicable charges that may apply to specifc development proposals. If there is 
a discrepancy between this pamphlet and the Development Charges By-laws, the 
Development Charges By-laws and current legislation shall prevail. Development Charges  
By-laws are available for inspection at the Clerk’s ofce, Monday to Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 

Learn more: cambridge.ca/developmentcharges 

City of Cambridge 
Telephone: (519) 621-0740 Ext. 4619 
Email: planning@cambridge.ca          
Website: cambridge.ca 

Regional Municipality of Waterloo 
Telephone: (519) 575-4421 
Email: rdc_inquiries@regionofwaterloo.ca 
Website: region.waterloo.on.ca 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
Telephone: (519) 570-0003 Ext. 4596 
Email: edc@wrdsb.ca 
Website: wrdsb.ca/planning/education-
development-charges/ 

Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
Telephone: (519) 578-3660, Ext. 2253 
Email: planning@wcdsb.ca 
Website: wcdsb.ca/about-us/cs/planning/ 

Development Charges Brochure 
Rates effective: December 1, 2025 to November 30, 2026 

The general purpose of development charges (DC) is to provide capital funding for the 
development of municipal infrastructure required to support growth and development in the 
community. 

Development Charges are applicable when: 
• Constructing a new building; 
•  Making an addition or alteration to an existing building that increases the number 

of residential units or the non-residential gross foor area; or 
•  Redeveloping a property or making interior alterations that result in a change of use 

to all or part of a building. 

By-laws 
The City of Cambridge Council passed the following Development Charges By-laws on April 30, 
2024. The By-laws were further amended on October 22, 2024 to remove the mandatory phase 
in of DCs and add the DC rate for growth studies to By-law 24-044. 

• By-law 24-040 Fire Protection Services 
• By-law 24-041 Library Services 
• By-law 24-042 Parks and Recreation Services 
• By-law 24-043 Public Works (Facilities & Fleet) 
• By-law 24-044 Services Related to Highway 
• By-law 24-045 Stormwater Drainage & Control Services 
• By-law 24-046 Wastewater Services 
• By-law 24-047 Water Services 
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Development Charges 
The City of Cambridge development charges will be indexed annually as of December 1st each year, in accordance with the Statistics Canada Quarterly Building Construction Price Indexes (non-residential). 
The Region of Waterloo and School Board development charges are set by their own respective By-laws and collected by the City of Cambridge on their behalf. The Region of Waterloo development charges 
are indexed annually on December 1st and the School Boards are indexed annually on June 1st. Please refer to the Region of Waterloo and School Board By-laws for further information. 

Single / Semi Other Multiples Apartment 2 or more Apartment Special care / Special Non- Residential 
Dwelling bedrooms bachelor & 1 bedroom Dwelling 

($/unit) ($/unit) ($/unit) ($/unit) ($/unit) 

City of Cambridge $42,450 $28,386 $24,141 $13,111 $12,222 $9.44 
$101.72 

per sq. ft. 
per sq. m. 

Region of Waterloo $43,285 $32,350 $23,570 $23,570 $15,020* $24.83 

$9.932 

Commercial / 
Institutional per 

Industrial per sq. 

Waterloo Region 
District School Board 

$3,448 $3,448 $3,448 $3,448 TBD** $1.91 per sq. ft. 

Waterloo Region Catholic 
District School Board 

$1,739 $1,739 $1,739 $1,739 TBD** $0.72 per sq. ft. 

* Region of Waterloo rate for a ‘Lodging Unit’ 
** Waterloo Region School Boards do not have a rate for Special Dwelling Units. These types of developments would be charged in accordance with their respective By-laws. 

Calculation of Development Charges Exemptions 
City of Cambridge DCs will be calculated in accordance with Section 26.2 of the DC exemptions include, but are not limited to the following: 
Development Charges Act, 1997 and interest on applicable applications will be • Public hospitals; Non-residential farm buildings; 
calculated as per Section 26.3 of the DC Act and in accordance with the City of • Heritage designated sites; 
Cambridge Development Charges Interest Charges Policy. • Contaminated sites; 

• Home based businesses; 
The DC rate will be based on the complete application date of a Site Plan Application • Temporary use building or structure; 
or Zoning By-law Amendment, and only if the application was completed on or after • Non-proft Housing Development (as defned in the DC Act); 
January 1, 2020 and the building permit was issued within 2 years or 18 months, as •  Lands owned by and used for purposes of a municipality, local board thereof, 
prescribed in the DC Act, from the date of application approval. or board of education; 

•  The enlargement of an existing residential dwelling unit, or the creation of one or two 
Development charges for the City of Cambridge, Region of Waterloo and School additional units where conditions are met; 
Boards must be paid to the City of Cambridge at building permit issuance, except •  The enlargement of the gross foor area of an existing industrial building where it is 
in the following instances: enlarged by 50% or less of the original gross foor area of the industrial building prior 
• F or subdivision agreements or conditions in an agreement where DCs related to to the frst expansion; 

Water, Wastewater, Stormwater Drainage and Control Services, and Services Related • Afordable or attainable residential units (as defned in the DC Act); and 
to Highway are payable at the time the agreement is executed; or •  Rental Housing Developments receive discounted DCs, including reduction of 25% 

•  Rental Housing Developments or Institutional Developments as stated in the DC Act. reduction for 3+ bedroom, 20% for 2-bedroom, and 15% for bachelor/1 bedroom units. 




