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Summary of Results

• The results obtained were very positive
• Showed that the citizens of Cambridge are 

very open to change in the form of 
municipal government

• Shows that the Cambridge Citizens 
definitely do not want amalgamation.



DIRECTIVES

• Was the Report Read by respondents
• Was there approval for our recommendation
• Impact of attitude towards accountability, 

accessibility, simplicity and sense of 
community

• Level of acceptance of full amalgamation



Level of Approval of 
Recommendation

• After 2 weeks of 
publicity, 51% of the 
citizens of Cambridge 
agree or strongly agree 
with the 
Recommendation

To  w h a t  d e g re e  d o  y o u  a g re e  o r d is a g re e  w ith  
th e  re c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  re p la c in g  th e  c u rre n t  

re g io n a l g o v e rn m e n t  w ith  a  m a n a g e m e n t  b o a rd  
.
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How do Costs affect decisions

• 83% of respondents 
said that they would 
not change their 
agreement even for a 
$50 increase in 
property taxes

Wo u ld  y o u  c h a n g e  y o u r  a n s w e r  i f  th e  
re c o m m e n d a t io n s  c o s t  y o u  a n  a d d it io n a l $ 5 0  

p e r  y e a r  o n  y o u r  p ro p e rty  t a x  b i ll?   
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Important Issues for Taxpayers

• Level of Service and 
Responsibility to 
taxpayers outranks the 
level of taxation

• Accessibility to 
Services and Sense of 
Community very 
strong as well

Ra n k  th e  fo llo w in g  in  o rd e r o f  im p o rta n c e  to  y o u  w h e n  
c o n s id e rin g  c h a n g e s  to  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  m u n ic ip a l 

g o v e rn m e n t
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Some Interpretation

• Task Force Report public for 2 weeks
• Received limited press coverage except by the 

Cambridge Reporter
• 51% of respondents agree or strongly agree with 

recommendations
• 30% would chose the Management Board option 

today
• After many years of publicity and debate, only 

15% of respondents chose amalgamation



Present Choice

• Maintaining current 
system selected by 
43% of respondents

• Management board 
chosen by 30%

• Amalgamation chosen 
by 15%

Wh ic h  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  o p t io n s  fo r m u n ic ip a l re fo rm  d o  
y o u  p re fe r?
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Conclusions

• Results are positive and supportive of the 
Management Board Concept

• Considering the short time for publicity and 
amount of misleading and inaccurate press from 
The Record, Cambridge citizens are ready to 
support the Preferred Alternative as recommended 

• Any restructuring initiative must be perceived as 
being cost effective



Conclusions (con’t)

• Further discussion and debate needs to take 
place, especially by City Staff to determine 
the details of the recommendation

• 85% of Cambridge Citizens do not want 
amalgamation

• The current insidious creep towards 
amalgamation by the Region needs to be 
vigorously resisted by Cambridge Council


