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MMUUSSIICC      
 
Contact Information: 
� SOCAN (Music Licensing) 

1.866.944.6223 or 1.800.557.6226 
http://www.socan.ca 

Due Date: 
Fee must be paid by 30 days after the 
event! 

Cost: 
 

 
OVERVIEW: 
� A SOCAN (Society of Composers, Authors and Music Publishers of 

Canada) performing right license grants the right to perform in public, any 
of the musical works in SOCAN’s repertoire.  Without it, you would have to 
get permission from every songwriter, composer, lyricist and music 
publisher for every piece of music you perform.  A SOCAN license is the 
simplest way to allow you access to virtually the world’s entire repertoire 
of copyright protected music. 

� Any music that is played at an event must be licensed by SOCAN (for 
example: background music, casual music, bands that play their own 
music, musical performances, etc) 

 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY: 
� Follow the proper steps to obtaining a SOCAN performing right license 
� Cover the costs of a SOCAN performing right license 

 
STEPS TO OBTAINING A SOCAN PERFORMING RIGHT LICENSE: 
 

1. One month before your event, contact SOCAN to determine which 
Application for License you need.  SOCAN will send you the appropriate 
form.   

 
2. Complete and return the Licensing Application Form to SOCAN. 

 
3. Pay the necessary fees to SOCAN.  Fee must be paid by 30 days after 

the event. 
 
EXTRA INFORMATION: 
 
Where Does the Money Go? 
SOCAN collects license fees and, after its operating costs are deducted, 
distributes the revenue as royalties to its members (songwriters, composers, 
lyricists and publishers) as well as to affiliated international societies for their 
members.   More than 80% of the monies received from fees are distributed to 
the music creators and publishers entitled to it. 
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How are SOCAN License Fees Set? 
The Copyright Board which is an independent body appointed by the federal 
government, sets SOCAN fees.  Each year, SOCAN files proposed tariffs with 
the Copyright Board.  Interested parties are then permitted to submit objections 
to SOCAN’s proposals within a limited period.  If an objection or concern is raised 
regarding a particular tariff, the Copyright Board may hold a public hearing.  After 
hearings are completed, the Copyright Board makes its decision and publishes 
the approved tariffs in the Canada Gazette. 
 
If I Get a License, Will it Cover All of the Music at the Special Event? 
You may need more than one license, depending on how you use the music.  
There are more than 20 different categories of licenses to accommodate the 
many different uses of music, live or recorded, for which the Copyright Board has 
set a tariff.  It applies to all hotels, banquet halls and other premises where 
receptions, conventions, assemblies and fashion show that are held.  The Copy 
Right Act, R.S.C. 1985 chapter C-42 authorizes SOCAN to grant licenses on 
behalf of music composers and publishers for the public performance of their 
music at dances, conventions, receptions and similar events.  Authorization of 
the use of copyright music at functions in a hotel, banquet hall or other like 
premises without permission constitutes copyright infringement.   
 
Please see the SOCAN brochure in the Appendix for more questions and 
answers. 
 






