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For Immediate Release 
 

Conestoga College Officially Takes Ownership of 
Cambridge Lands to Build New Campus 

 
Cambridge, Ontario. October 22, 2008  -  The economic impact of today’s 
official announcement that Conestoga College Institute of Technology and 
Advanced Learning has exercised its option to purchase lands strategically 
located in Cambridge is great news for the community. 
 
“We are extremely pleased to see this partnership progress to a new level,” 
says Cambridge Mayor Doug Craig.  “We recognize the importance of 
Conestoga’s contribution to the region and beyond.  Our goal was to help 
facilitate the process to build upon the educational opportunities for the 
community.” 
 
About five years ago, the City of Cambridge acquired 131 acres located on 
Fountain Street, with Highway 401 visibility, adjacent to the main Conestoga 
campus. The investment supported the City’s long term economic development 
goals and paved the way to build up a critical mass of post-secondary 
excellence and support the cluster of activities in the region. The land 
officially changes hands today with the City fully recouping costs associated 
with the purchase and administration of the land parcel. 
 
Today, Conestoga is the fastest growing public college in Ontario with 55,000 
students annually, and a first-year student enrolment that has grown by 
approximately 50% over the last three years. Recognized nine out of the last 
ten years as Ontario’s top college, Conestoga’s vision will see the first phase of 
construction begin in 2009. The ground breaking will make way for a new 
School of Engineering Technology specializing in advanced technology programs 
related to: Robotics, Process Automation, Electronics, Communications, 
Engineering, and Information Technology. With over 200,000 square feet of 
applied learning and research space, this new addition to Conestoga will bring 
to the community a number of new programs aimed at supporting the domestic 
and international competitiveness of local business and industry partners. 
  



Dr. John Tibbits, President of Conestoga commented, “We’re extremely 
pleased with this important step in establishing the new campus. As the 
Province of Ontario has recently shown by its generous grant of $21 million for 
the new campus, we look forward to realizing the joint vision of the City of 
Cambridge and Conestoga.” 
 
Conestoga plans to have Phase 1 construction completed by 2011 creating 
capacity for 3,000 new students at the campus.  A further 800,000 square feet 
of applied research and learning space is anticipated to be built in subsequent 
phases of development, adding capacity for a another 11,000 students.  
 
The City of Cambridge’s Economic Development Division has been involved in 
land development for decades as a way to pioneer industrial, commercial and 
business park development in the community.  The recent project is a great 
example of a partnership that will grow and strengthen the significant assets of 
Cambridge and southwestern Ontario. 
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Conestoga College Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning provides a full range of programming in 
business, engineering technology, information technology, health and life sciences, community services, 
media and design, the skilled trades and apprenticeships, and preparatory studies. It is widely recognized 
as one of Ontario’s and Canada’s leading polytechnic institutes, offering a comprehensive array of  
academic achievement levels that includes basic certificates, diplomas, advanced diplomas, four-year 
degrees and postgraduate studies. Conestoga’s current enrolment includes 7,000 full-time students, 1,500 
preparatory studies students, 3,500 apprentices and annual registrations totaling more than 35,000 in 
adult continuing education studies and customized corporate training for businesses, industries and 
organizations. For more information, visit www.conestogac.on.ca.  
  
 
The City of Cambridge is one of the fastest growing areas in the country.  It is strategically located astride 
highway 401 in Southwestern Ontario, part of Canada’s Technology Triangle.  In 2008, the population 
reached over 125,000 people.   With a multicultural mix and a strong foundation of support services, 
Cambridge has a diverse economic base with leading industries in manufacturing, automotive, high 
technology, pharmaceutical, business and financial services and hospitality/retail. The Corporation of the 
City of Cambridge is an employer with a work environment that offers the opportunity to provide service 
to the community through creativity and innovation, and with opportunities for career growth and 
advancement. Based on the 2007 BMA Management Consulting Inc Municipal Study, the City of Cambridge i 
sone of only four municipalities in the province that is debt free. 
For more information on the area or the corporation visit www.cambridge.ca 
The City of Cambridge press room is located at http://www.cambridge.ca/article.php?sid=176 
To opt out of the news release distribution, please send an email to Linda Fegan 
feganl@cambridge.ca 


