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The Corporation
of the City
of Cambridge

¥

To the Residents of the Heritage Conservation District:

I welcome and appreciate your participation in the lleritage Conservation District
Plan for Main Street in the City of Cambridge (Galt).

Main Street 1is a special place in our city as both a business centre and an historic
area. The continued prosperity and well-being of both, 1 believe, is necessary.
This plan recognizes those attributes and is a guideline for economic growth and
conservation of the historic building stock.

I take pride as your mayor, in joining with you to accomplish the worthwhile task

ahead.

Sincerely,

Mayor of City of Cambridge



THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

BY-LaAW NUMBER

The Council of the Corporation of the City of Cambridge hereby passes as follows:

1. A Heritage Conservation District Plan for Main Street in the City of Cambridge,

being the attached text, is hereby adopted.

2. This By-Law shall not come into force until approved by the Ontario Municipal Board.

Enacted and passed this .......0000. day of vvvneennna., A.D., 1984,

Certified that the above is a true copy of By-Law No........ as enacted and passed by Council

of the Corporation of the City of Cambridge on the ........day of susceivesrvrasasnnress 1984,
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This Heritage Conservation District Plan was prepared with the guidance of the

following:

Steering Committee Members:

Ald. Ted Fairless (L.A.C.A.C.) sy
David Smart (L.A.C.A.C.)

Margaret Goodbody (L.A.C.A.C.)

Stuart Summerhayes (L.A.C.A.C.) i
Don Macintosh (Main Street Program)

Mats Flemstrom (Planning Department)

Sally Thorsen (Chairperson)

David Cuming (Ministry of Citizenship & Culture)

e |

Property Owners and Tenants of the District

Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Commitree
Rudolf Kuret - chairman of the Cambridge B.I.A.
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION

The following text and map, noted as Schedule A, shall constitute the Heritage
Conservation District Plan for Main Street in the City of Cambridge (Galt).

The policies in this Heritage Conservation District Plan are intended to operate
within those already established in the official plan for the City of Cambridge.

It is not the intention of this plan to alter the major policy directions of the
official plan but to reinforce and refine the basic planning policies as they
pertain to the Heritage Conservation District, designated under the Ontario Heritage
Act. The limits of this plan are co-incident with the boundaries shown on Schedule
A, and designated as a Heritage Conservation District by the Cicy of Cambridge.

The Heritage Conservation District is located in the heart of the city of Galt
and bounded by Main Street, Ainslie Street, Imperial Lane and Water Street. The
distriet is distinguished by a block of commercial buildings that collectively
form one of the outstanding historic streetscapes in Ontario. While the block
exudes visual unity and strength there is a rich variety of architectural style
and building age from the masculine stone Granite Block of 1862 to the flam-
boyant High Victorian Osborne Building of 1895. 1t is this subtle variation of
detail and style within the discipline of the streetscape as a whole that makes
the distriect worthy of long term conservation and enhancement.

The plan that follows is not an end in itself but one step of many to follow to
secure the long term conservation of the subject district and others to follow.
The plan is modest in ambition. It does not allude to grand new ideas but reaffirms
that what exists is of architectural and historical walue, and will be conserved
by many small steps and activities with a full and profitable use of the building
stock.
The main recommendacions of the plan may be summarized as follows:

. to conserve the historic building stock;

. to strengthen the economic viability of the building stock;

. to rehabilitate the upper floors for apartments and offices;

. to obtain financial assistance for property owners who renovatej

. to foster excellence in building restoration work.
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SECTION 2 - PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

The purpose of the plan is to analyze part of the historic city centre on Main
Street and thereby arrive at a set of policies to ensure its long term viability,
preservation and enhancement.

This purpose will be achieved by:

i Creating
ii Guiding

1id Instituting

iv Establishing

v Providing

vi Establishing

vii Appointing

a process whereby the future development of the district can be
related to the plan's goals and policies.

future development to ensure that the intrinsic heritage quali-
ties of the districc are preserved and enhanced.

a public participation process to ensure that the plan's goals
and policies both now and in the future reflect the needs of the
community and in particular the business community.

a programme for the implementation of the plan's goals and poli-
cies through public and private administration.
a liaison between provincial, regional and municipal planning

programmes and the individual property owners in the district.

the base for a revision of the existing restricted area (Zoning)
and the sign by-law if required.

a joint committee of council, B.I.A., L.A.C.A.C. and the public
to rejuvenate the economic viability of the district.
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SECTION 3 — BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

This plan is based on assumptions and information developed and derived from two main
sources. The first source is from planning, studies, interviews and public meetings
carried out in order to Formulate the plan and which are contained in the appendices.
The second source is from the official plan for the City ol Cambridge and its
appendices. From these sources a set of basic assumptions for the Heritage Conservation
District Plan have been accepted and are as follows:

vi

vii

viii

The central business district on Main Street is and will continue to be a major
business district of the city and its market area.

Main Street distinguished by its historic buildings is a unique and significant
heritage district worthy of preservation and enhancement under Part 5 of the
Ontaric Heritage Acct.

Main Street represents a viable business district for the City of Cambridge, and
increased effort must be expended to improve and strengthen its economic base.

Main Street has developed a built form and human environment which represents a
ma jor asset and should be maintained and integrated as new development occurs.

Main Street has a significant number of historic buildings that should be

conserved, maintained and restored.

An ongoing programme of improvement to the public areas of the district including
car parking, landscaping, street lighting and sidewalks will be instituted and
maintained.

The community desires to see Main Street conserved as an historic district of
special local value and identity.

Public car parking is available for future apartment residents in the district.



SECTION 4 - OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN

This Heritage Conservation District Plan is part of a continuum of plans and decisions
administered through the public and private sector, for the City of Cambridge. It
should not therefore be considered as an isolated document, but rather a refinement

of just one particular feature of the city —— its man-made heritage. The fact that
the city has a rich man-made heritapge is not accidental but the result of conscious
and unconscious efforts by the community. This plan now crystallizes these efforts
into a more formal strategy of long term conservation.

The principal objectives of the plan embrace aesthetic, economic and social considera-
tions which are enunciated as follows:

i The Aesthetic Objectives of the District

The primary objective is to conserve and restore a selection of existing struc-
tures within the district which contribute to the historic and architectural
style of Cambridge (Galct), and to redevelop a selection of properties in a
compatible manner.

Specifically the objective is:

to achieve a cohesive, well-designed district emphasizing the integrity of
its historic streetscape;

to encourage retention and restoration of original architectural detail;

to encourage the construction of new buildings to be of good design compatible
with the historic district;

to eliminate detrimental elements of the environment in and around the dist-
ricr:

to introduce positive aesthetic features that will enhance the atmosphere
and visual appeal of the streetscape, including landscaping, streetlights and
pedestrian amenity.
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The Economic Objectives of the District

While part of the primary objective is to conserve and restore a selection of
structures in the district, it is not the intention to create a museum-like
character. On the contrary it is wital that the district remain a competitive
and viable part of the working community, which is continually meeting the
challenges of a business district. The specific economic objectives are thus:

to maintain the business core area of the city as a progressive, viable and
profitable commercial entity;

to upgrade the upper floors for residential and office use;

to develop improvement programmes that will promote investment in the down-—
town corej

to encourage the owners of heritage buildings to seek financial assistance
for building renovation;

to provide incentives for the individual property owner to utilize conserva-
tion procedures in his/her improvement plans;

to develop new and effective economic initiatives to increase and strengthen
the economic base of the district.

Social Objectives of the District

The City of Cambridge (Galt) is one of the plioneer communities in the region,
and its role in the shaping of history in the area has been significant. The
city also has the atmosphere of an historic place, characterized by its quite
small population, physical size, intimate scale and homogeneity of its popula-
tion. The social character of the city and district is therefore of importance
and the social objectives are as follows:

to maintain a local atmosphere;

to promote heritage conservation as a natural consideration in any considera-

tions of development;



to foster a community recognition of the value and historical significance
of the community and its origins;

to foster and preserve a sense of human scale, place, history and personal
contact in the district.



SECTION 5 - BUILGING PLAN

.1 CONSERVATION OF TUE HERITAGE BUILDING STOCK

i Introduction

This subsection is one of the most important parts of the plan. It addresses the subject
of conserving and restoring the heritage building stock in the district. The guidelines
that follow are guidelines only and, as proposals are developed for restoring properties,
further detailed research and analysis is advised. However this subsection dees provide
a basis of the features to consider and the recommendations to follow.

The subject block is one of the most significant architectural compositions in the City of -

Cambridge. Its central location in the downtown, comparatively large size and architectural
presence provides it with an unparalled stature of architectural and historical importance.
The block, above all, typifies the building history and character of Galt, with a visual
unity and integrity in the streetscape and a diversity of architectural style and detail.
The front and side elevations possess the Finest building composition while the rear
elevation is an assembly of old and new structures of varying heights, forms and shapes.

ii Conservation

The heritage building stock in the district may be divided into two areas - the upper
facades and the lower facades. The upper facades display a remarkable uniformity of
scale, composition and authenticity and the general conservation approach has been to
preserve the original fabric and restore missing features. The lower facades which are
the store fronts and sign fascias have undergone a very considerable change and most are
now of a modern design. It is not the intent of this plan to turn the clock back 100
years and have period store fronts. Most store fronts are neat and crisp and provide
good window display. However, the area of low design quality and incompatibility with
the historie character of the district is the sign fascia. Most original sign fascias
have been removed and replaced by bland austere fascias upon which is mounted the
lettering case. The clash with the richly decorative facades above is unattractive. It
is advised that the traditional sign fascia with overhead projecting cornice be re-
instated. This would provide an effective border between the old upper and the new lower
facades.

ks
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Buchanan Block '2nd. Osborne Block Ist. Osborne Block Young Block Granite Block
1894 1895 1856 1878 1851 — 62

one of Ontario's finest historic streetscapes



